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borosiBnenne

Bo ums Otua u Ceina u Caroro [yxa.

Ceroans - nenb, koraa ['ocnons Uucyc
Xpucroc npuien kK Mopaany, utoOsl BMecTe €O
BCEM HapoJOM IIPUHATH OT MloaHHa BoiHOE
kpeuenue. "Kpectusumce, Mucyc Totyac Beiien
u3 Boabl". [Ipu aTOM oTBep3nuch "Hebeca, U yBUIEI
Noann Jlyxa boxwus, KoTopslit cxoau, kak royryos,
u Hucnyckaics Ha" Mucyca. "U ce, riac ¢ Hebec
raaromromuii: Ceit ects ColH Moii BO3IIOOIEHHBIH,
B KoTopom Moe GnaroBosienue".

Ilepen Tem, kak BOWTH B Bo1y, ['ocions ckaszan
NoanHy: "Tak HaJUIEXUT HAM UCIIOJIHUTbH BCAKYIO
npasay". "IIpaBaa", Bo-nepBbIX, B TOM, "4TO BCE
COTpELNIN U JuIIeHb! ciaBbl boxuei" (Pum. 3,
23). A Hucyc, xak MbI 3HaeM, "moHec Ha Cebe rpex
muorux" (Mc. 53, 12). Ho npex e, yem nonectu,
HaJ0 B3ATh. [lorpyxeHue B BOy, IEPENOTHEHHYIO
YeJIOBEUECKUMHU I'PeXaMu, 1 ObUIO B3STHEM I'PEXOB
Ha Ce0s. Kak nmumer Moann Jlamackus, "OH
KpecTwIcs He noToMy, uto CaM umen Hy X1y B
OuuIleHNH, HO ycBosisi Cebe Moe ouniieHue".

Crnacenue cosepiaercs U boxxeckum, n
YeJI0BEYECKUM yCHIINEM. YenoBeK T0KEH IPUITH
U NIOKasAThCs B rpexax. ['ocrnoap xe nosnkeH
IPUITH, B3ITh Ha Ce0st 3TH TpexH, U MPUTBO3TUTD
ko Kpecty. U coBepiiaercs 3Ta BcTpeda B BOJAE
KpelieHus. B 3ToT eHb paHbllle cOBEPIIANIOCh
KpeleHne TeX, KTO K 3TOMY TOTOBHJICS. DTO ObLIO
Ipa3aHUKOM J1s Beer LlepkBu. BcrmioMHUM B 3TOT
JICHb U CBO€ COOCTBEHHOE KpEeIeHHE, 1 KaK Obl
3aHOBO, CO3HATENIBbHO NIEPEKUBEM €ro. Benp MHOTHE
U3 Hac KpelleHbl Bo MiajeHuectse. M onHu
COJKaJICIOT, YTO HE MOTYT KPECTUTHCA TENEPb, KOTAa
y’K€ CO3HATEJIbHO MPUIIIN K BEpe. A Apyrue - co
crezamu Onaronapsat bora 3a To, 4T0 poIUTENnN
no3aboTunmck 00 3ToM B cBoe Bpemsi. [locnennue, B
3TOT JIEHB OTJIABIBASICH HA3al, 0COOCHHO SICHO

BHUJIAT, YTO BO BCSIKOM BO3pPAacTe U BO BCEX
ucKyteHusx 6narogatse Cesitoro Kpemenus Bceraa
XpaHWJIa U HE OTCTyIaja HU Ha IIar.

A TRIUMPH OF GOD’S MERCY
A Homily on the Feast of Theophany
His Holiness Patriarch Kirill

Today is a great day—we are celebrating
Theophany. ...It was on this day that the Holy
Trinity was manifest to the world: The Son of God
being baptized, the Spirit of God descending, and
the Father pronouncing the great Divine
mystery: This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am
well pleased.

The Holy Spirit descended upon the Savior in a
wondrous manner, although He was not in need of
1t.

Reflecting upon this, St. John Chrysostom asks
that if the Savior did not need the Spirit to descend,
then what did the Spirit descend upon? The Spirit
descended upon the visible, material world—the
same world that, from the moment of the Fall, was
full of hatred, strife, enmity, wars, and all kinds of
impurity. This world was in need of sanctification,
and not just people with their darkened minds and
soul—but nature itself was caught up in and
oppressed by the vortex of ever-expanding sin.

Therefore, on the day of Theophany, the Spirit
descends not only upon the Son of God and the Son
of Man, not just upon the human nature of Jesus
Christ, but upon the waters of the Jordan, meaning
upon all of creation, upon all of God’s world. And
this occurred before the atonement, as a prefigu-
ration of the great liberation of both mankind and
the entire universe from the pull of sin.

We well know that, despite the mercy of God
revealed to all of creation and to mankind, sin has



not disappeared from our lives, but continues to
exist. Sin, according to St. John Chrysostom,
triumphs over mankind, but not forever. It cannot be
the ultimate victor, because sin is defeated by the
Savior. It is thanks to the death and Resurrection of
our Lord and Savior that the great grace of the Holy
Spirit is granted, so that, relying on this Divine
power, every man, the whole of mankind, might be
able to transfigure both itself and the surrounding
world. ...

The day of the Baptism of the Lord testifies to
the fact that the world has been recreated by the
grace of God. The power of the grace of God is a
power able to take a sinful man and recreate him as
a man sanctified by Divine grace; to recreate the
ravaged and darkened world as a world in its
original beauty. But none of this happens
automatically—it happens with the participation of
man. And we must remember that every one of us
must respond to this Divine grace sent down upon
the whole of mankind and upon the whole of
creation with faith, participation in good works, and
prayer.

There can be no real improvement of the world
without it. None of the well-known projects for
improving human society by reform or revolution
attain their goal, because they do not ensure human
happiness. Human happiness is impossible without
the presence of Divine grace.

This is why today is a day of the triumph of
God’s mercy. ... The feast of Theophany calls us to
participate in God’s work of transfiguring the
world, which begins with the transfiguration of our
bodies and souls. This is the great responsibility on
all those who have entered into the Church through
the baptismal font, who are children of God, to
whom is first extended the Divine call to cooperate
with the grace of the Holy Spirit, with the
transfiguration of ourselves and the world around
us. We are called to all of this. (Excerpted)

[IponoBenp CBslIEHHUKA
bopuca Epmiosa B 1eHb aMATH
6naxxenHoi Kcennn
[TetepOyprckoii
(6 depans)
Bo ums Otua u CeiHa u

‘ Casroro Jlyxa.

Ryt Jloporue MOM, B JIeHb MAMATH
6naxxenHoi Kcennu [letepOyprckoii Mbl He MOKEM
HE YAUBIATHCS, HE MOPAXKAThCS ee 00KECTBEHHOMY,

YAUBUTEIBLHOMY KUTHUIO — CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOMY
KUTHUIO, MBI HE MOXEM HE MOPAXKATHCSI OOHIIHIO
gyJec, KoTopblie cBsaTas Onaxkennas Kcenus ot bora
MPEroaeT BceM, KTO K Hell ¢ Beporo oOpariaercs.
U cBsTas 6naxennas Kcenus He poauiiach Takoil.
«CBATBIMU HE POXKJIAIOTCSI, CBATHIMU CTAHOBSITCS.
U cesaras 6naxenHas Kcenus mpumuia K Takomy
MEPETIOMHOMY COOBITHIO B €€ KU3HH, K TAKOMY
MIPU3BaAHUIO HE cpasy. beul nepuoa, koraa oHa
MPOCTO UcMoHsIa BoJito boxuro... Korga mbl
KaKoe-TO MaJieHIee AeJI0 COBEPILAEM IO BOJIE
Bboxueit: ... Ml Kk Hemy mpuOmmxaemct. ...
Joporue mowu, csitas onaxennast Kcenus
BOCXO/IMJIA «OT CUJIbI B CHJTY», TOCTENEHHO,
MOTUXOHEUKY. ... CBaTas Onaxxennass Kcenus
poaunach B 0COOBIX YCIOBUSX, MOKET ObITh. Ho,
l'ocnop moOuT-TO Hac Beex. U kaxaplil U3 HAC
pOaUIICS B 0OCOOBIX YCTIOBUSIX, U PACTET OH B
0COOBIX YCIIOBUSIX, M COBECTh HaIlla HAM TOBOPUT, U
3HaeM MBI, YTO XOPOIIO, 4YTO II0X0. 1 TOT
JTyXOBHBIN Oaraxk, KOTOPBIM MBI IMEeM ceidac, Ta
CHJIa MOJIUTBBI, KOTOPOI MBI 00JIajlaeM — HET
HUKaKUX JJIs HAC BO3MOXKHOCTEN CKa3aTh:
«["ocrioam, HY BOT, KOHEUHO, Y MEHS OBLIIO OJTHO,
BTOPOE, TPETHE, IIOITOMY BOT s TAKOW U I'PELLIHBIIN.
Her. «Ceppatie cokpyiieHHO U cMuUpeHHO bor He
YHUUDKUTY.
KoneuHo, rpexoB y Hac oueHb MHOTO, HO ['ocrioib
MOTYCKaeT HaM ceOsi paclUHATh I TOTO, YTOOBI
MBI 3TO CEpJIle, COKPYIIEHHOE U CMUPEHHOE, B ce0e
oTbickasid. Benpb ecnu 3acraner OH Hac B
COKPYILIEHUH O HAIIUX 0€33aKOHUSIX, O BPEMCHH,
MOTPAYE€HHOM BITYCTYIO, TO TIOMUJTYET U CIACET.
[Totomy uTo criacaer OH Hac He 3a Jiefa, CracaeT
Hac He 3a 4yJIOTBOPEHUS, , a 32 CMUPEHHE.
JlaBaiite y cBsiToi O6naxkeHHol Kcenun
[TeTepOyprckoii mpocuTh pasyma u cui, ... 1
MOMHUM, yTO ['0CTIo1b TOPABIM IPOTUBUTCH,
CMUPEHHBIM J1aeT O6Jaroaarh, 6JaroaaTs u
BBI3/IOPOBJICHHE JIA€T CMUPEHHBIM, J1a€T
cMupeHHbIM CBOIO CBEPXBECTECTBEHHYIO
BoxecTBeHHYI0 momoIis. M MBI TOT1a CIOCOOHBI
OyzeM Ha BemuKHe Jenia B ouax boxuux. AMUHB.



