Orthodox Church of the
Resurrection of Christ
1201 Hathaway Lane NE
Minneapolis, MN 55432-5720
Phone: 763-744-8601
web site: http://www.resurrectionskete.org/
email: rusmnch@msn.com

Sunday, Apr 26, 2026
Divine Liturgy Sundays at 9:30 AM
Confessions before Liturgy

Myrrh-bearing women
MupoHoCHLbI XeHbI

All the epistle readings from Pascha to Pentecost are
from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. The Acts gives
us a history of the foundation of the Church and tells
how it was established among people of different races,
opinions, and degrees of knowledge. It is a manual both
of the missionary labor and of Church doctrine and
discipline. Standing between the Gospels and Epistles, it
helps us to see how the holy life of Christians has its
source in the life of Christ.

In the very beginning of the book, St. Luke states that
he intended it to be a continuation of his gospel. He
writes in 1:1 “the former treatise I have made...” The
Book of Acts follows the spread of Christianity from
Jerusalem to the establishment of the Church in Rome
and St. Paul’s going there as a prisoner. In between, we
read of the Church spreading to Palestine, Antioch,
Galatia, Macedonia, Greece and Asia.

The book was written before the martyrdom of St.
Paul in Rome, for it ends before his death. It is believed
that it was written sometime between 62 AD and the
middle of the second century.(from the Orthodox
Herald)

Ce. JKenn1 — MupoHocuiisl

“Ilo npowecmauu cyvi66omut, Mapus Mazoanuna
u Mapu Haxosnesa u Canomus kynuiu
apomamabt, ymobwv, uomu nomasams Eeo.”
(Mr16:1)

Hcropus Bockpecenns Mucyca Xpucra
OTKPHIBAET TPOTATEIbHYI0 TPEIaHHOCTD JKeH-
vuporocuil, OHU IepPBBIMU CIIONOOHINCE
BeJIMYAMIIEeN YeCTH — YBUJETh BOCKPECIIIEro
locrioga. Y mMeHHO K HEM IIEPBBEIM 00PAIIEHO TO
BEJIUKOE CJIOBO, KOTOPOE COCTABJIAET JYyXOBHBIH
Heps Bcero Epanrenus — paayiirecs! Benb
XPUCTHAHCTBO — 9TO PEJIUTHS JIIOOBU U PAJIOCTH.
JHeHbI-MUPOHOCHUIIBI, CBOEH ITPEIaHHOCTHIO, CBOEH
J11000BBI0 K CriacuTe o mepBhIMHU YI0CTOMJINCH
vectH yBUAeTh Kro mociie Bockpecenus. OHu
pacckasau 0 BeIudauineM gyae JPyTuM
yueHUKaM. JKeHBbI-MUPOHOCHIIBI JIJIS CAMUX
aTI0CTOJIOB CTAJIU TIEPBBIM aIl0OCTOJIAMHU, TIOTOMY
YTO aIt0CTOJI — 9TO TOT, KTO 0JIATOBECTBYET O
Bockpecennu Xpucrosom. M3BecTHO BBICOKOE
3HaYeHUe KeHIIMH B JleJie PACIIPOCTPAHEeHUS
xpuctuaHcTBa. CBSTbIe MyYeHUITHI ITOPAKAIIH
COBPEMEHHHUKOB He OHOM IJIyOOKOI Bepoil, HO U
CaAMBIM BO3BBITITEHHBIM TI€JIOMYIpUEM. XOYeTCs
00paTUTh BHUMAaHUeE eIlle HA OJIMH OTPATHBII
(haxT, KOTOPHIN OTKPHIBAETCS IIPU BHUMATEIHHOM
uyreHnu cBsaToro Erauremmsa. Hu omma skeHmmaa
He y4acTBOBaJIa B TOHEHUAX Ha HAIIETo
Cnacurens npu Ero semuoit skusan. CKOJIBKO

HEHABUCTH, XyJIbI, KJIEBETHI, 3JTOOHBIX
mpecseoBaHuil 06110 IpoTuB [octioga Hatrero
HNucyca Xpucra. Bce aTo mpuBesio HATITETO
Cnacurens Ha 'onrody. Ho uu B ommoM 13 atmx
9IIM30/10B He yJyacTByer skeHiuua. Papucen u
KHIKHUKY, 3HABITHE KKy OykBy Ilucanus,
He mpuaHaBaiau Mucyca Meccueit, a mpocrast
SKeHIIMHA -caMapsIHKa yBepoBasia B Hero kak Bo
Xpwucra ¥ IpOIoBeIaia 3TO BCEM KUTEJISIM
ropomza Cuxaps. (Hepomon. Hos I'ymepos)

The Myrrhbearing Women,

St Joseph of Arimathea and St. Nicodemus

The Myrrh-bearing women, along with St Joseph
of Arimathea and St. Nicodemus are
commemorated on the third Sunday of Pascha.

Although St. Thomas was commemorated the
previous Sunday, it is still right that the
descendants of Eve should be the first to behold
the Resurrection and to hear the joyful tidings
concerning it. Therefore we remember the Myrrh-
bearing women on this Sunday because they were
the first to truthfully bear witness to the
Resurrection; and Joseph and Nicodemus, because
tbhey \INere the first to bear witness to Christ’s

urial.

We know both of these facts through the
tradition of the Church. Nicodemus was
immediately banished from the synagogue by the
Jews and was forbidden to rejoin them. And Joseph
was thrown into a deep pit by the Jews, but by the
grace of God he was delivered from it, and went to
his estate in Arimathea. Joseph could not keep
silent regarding these events and boldly taught all
the people what had taken place regarding Jesus.
And also it is said that Nicodemus was the first to
proclaim in detail what had occurred at the Passion
and the Resurrection of Christ. Since he was one of
the foremost in the council of the Jews and a
Pharisee, he knew firsthand the councils and plots
of the Jewish leaders and all that had come to pass




regarding the Lord. Thus we commemorate on this
Sunday Saints Joseph and Nicodemus and the
Myrrh-bearing women because they are true and
authentic witnesses of the burial.

The women are titled “Myrrh-bearers” because
they purchased expensive ointments and oils, and
came to the tomb while it was still night, in order
to properly anoint Christ’s body and to complete all
that had to be omitted due to the hurried manner
of His burial. The burial was hurried because the
Friday on which Christ was buried was the day
before the Passover, and Joseph and Nicodemus
did not have sufficient time to properly anoint the
body according to custom. They were able only to
apply some aloes and a bit of myrrh before
wrapping It and laying It in the tomb. When the
women came after Passover to complete the burial
properly, they became the first witnesses to
Christ’s Resurrection. (excerpted from the
Synaxarion)

CmepTUto CMepTb Nonpas

UT0 370 3a yaMBUTESNbHBLIN TPONAPb BENUYaMLLEro 13
NpasgHWUKOB, CTOMb AOPOroi ANs Hac U CTOSb
HEMOHSATHbIN AN HEXPUCTUAH, BbI3bIBAKOLMIA AAXKE UX
HaCMeLLKn?

OroHb MOXeT 1n BbITb NOTYLUEH OrHeM? TbMa MOXer
NN NPOCBETUTLCA TbMON? 3110 MOXeEr N BbITb
nobexaeHo 3nomM? KoHeuyHo HeT.

MogobHoe NofobHbIM He YHUYTOXAETCS, a TOMbKO
NPOTMBONONOXHbIM. OroHb yralaetcs BOAOM, TbMa
pa3roHseTCs CBETOM, 3110 nobexagaetcs 4oBpom.

A TemM He MeHee BoMpeky 3TOMy BCeObLEMY 3aKOHY
Xpuctoc CBOEK CMepTbIO nonpan CMepTb.

Kakyto cmMepTb? [lyxoBHY0 CMepTb. Ty CMepTb,
CYLLHOCTb KOTOPOIA €CTb OTHYXAEHMe oT XpucTa bora,
KoTopblit ecTb Jlto6oBb, MMyTb, McTHHA 1 Kn3HB.
[lyxoBHas cMepTb eCTb OTBEpXeHue nyTn Jobpa, nobsw
W UCTUHBI 1 NPEANOYTEHNE EMY APYrOro NyTW — MyTH 31a,
HEHaBUCTM W JXW. A 3TOT NyTb OT AWaBoNa, Bpara
XpucTtoBa, o OH eCTb OTEL, SN, HEHABUCTU M 3N1a.
Wtak, pyxoBHaL CMepTb OT AuaBona.

3Ty cMepTb nonpan Xpuctoc 6e3mMepHbIM 1
HeunccaKkaeMbIM NOTOKOM No6BY BoxecTBEHHON,
nanuswmmces ¢ Kpecra lonrogckoro. HeHasucTb
[naBona K pogy 4yenoseveckomy nobexaeHa noboBbto
Boxwuen k Hemy.

Trampling Down Death by Death

What is this wondrous troparion of the greatest of
feasts—so dear to us, yet so incomprehensible to non-
Christians that it even provokes their mockery?
Can fire be extinguished by fire? Can darkness be
illumined by darkness? Can evil be vanquished by evil?
Of course not.

Like is not destroyed by like, but only by its opposite.
Fire is quenched by water; darkness is dispelled by light;
evil is overcome by good.

And yet, contrary to this universal law, Christ, by His own
death, trampled down death.

Which death? Spiritual death. That death whose
essence is alienation from Christ God—Who is Love, the
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Spiritual death is the
rejection of the path of goodness, love, and truth, and the
preference for another path in its stead—the path of evil,
hatred, and lies. And this path originates from the Devil,
the enemy of Christ, for he is the father of lies, hatred,
and evil.

Thus, spiritual death comes from the Deuvil.

Christ trampled down this death with an immeasurable
and inexhaustible torrent of Divine love that poured forth
from the Cross of Golgotha. The Devil’s hatred for the
human race was vanquished by God's love for it

Homily on Thomas’s Test
“My Lord and my God”
(John 20:26)

When the Apostle Thomas felt the wounds of the Lord Jesus,
he cried out: My Lord and my God!
When Mary Magdalene heard the voice of the Resurrected
One in her soul, she cried out: My Lord and my God!
When Saul sat the light and heard the words of the
Resurrected One, he acknowledged: My Lord and my God!
When the pagans, in amazement, observed how countless
numbers of martyrs joyfully underwent pains and asked them
Who this Christ was, all of them replied: My Lord and my God!
When the scoffers ridiculed the army of ascetics and asked
them Who He was for Whom they took upon themselves the
awesome burden of asceticism, they all had one answer: My
Lord and my God!
When the scorners derided the virgins who had vowed their
virginity and asked them Who He was for Whom they had
renounced marriage, they all had one answer: My Lord and
my God!
When t he avaricious, in astonishment, asked the wealthy
for Whose sake they had distributed their wealth and become
kéeggars, all of them had the same reply: My Lord and my
od!

c Some have seen Him and have said: My Lord and my
od!

c Some have only heard Him and said: My Lord and my
od!

Some have only felt Him and said: My Lord and my God!

Some have only observed Him in the fabric of events and
in the destinies of people and said: My Lord and my God!

Some have felt His presence in their lives and cried out:
My Lord and my God!

Some have recognized Him by some signs, to themselves
or to others, and cried out: My Lord and my God!

Still some have only heard about Him from others and
believed and cried out: My Lord and my God!

Truly, these last ones are the most blessed!

Let us also exclaim, with all our hearts, regardless of how
we have come to recognize Him or learn about Him: My Lord
and my God!

To thee, O God, be glory and praise forever. Amen. (from

the Prologue of Ohrid)



