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stuM ['ocnioas Mucyc Xpucroc Bbipa3utsb, 4o OH
Sunday  Sunday of the Blind Man / o ciiennom ©CTb HCTHHHBIA [locnaHHuK boxui,

May 21

Wednesday Vigil for the Ascension of the Lord

May 24 Bbnenue na Bocuecenue I'ocnogus
6:30 PM Vigil

Thursday Ascension of the Lord / Bo3necenue

May 25 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / JIutyprus

Saturday  5:30 PM Vigil

May 27

Sunday  Fathers of 1" Ecumen. Council

May 28  Css. Otues 1-ro Beesien. CoGopa

8:15 AM Nocturns, Hours, Confessions
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / JIutyprus

B 6-10 Henento no Ilacxe LlepkoBb BOCIOMUHAET
ucuenenue Mucycom XpucTtom ciaenopokIeHHOrO,
coBepieHHoe uM B Mepycanume, B mpa3aHUK
Kymeit. 910 uyno Bo3Bemaer o boxkecTBeHHOM
cuse u cinase Bockpecuiero ['ocnona. B mpumepe
cienopoxaeHHoro LlepkoBb mpencrasiseT 00pas
BCSIKOTO TPEIIHUKA, KOTOPBIA €CTh Clemnel OT
POXKJIEHHUS], a JAPOBAHUEM UYAECHOTO CBETA
JTyXOBHBIM U TEJIECHBIM OYaM CJIEIa [T0yYaeT, YTO
MPOCBETUTEb UCTUHHBIN — ouH ['ocnionp.

Henens o Ciaenom

MHoro uyynec ['ocriogs cosepian 0JHUM
ciioBoM CBOMM, HO MHOTI'/1a MpUOEras Mpu 3TOM K
0COOEHHBIM MPEABAPUTEIBHBIM NEHCTBUSIM. Tak u
B 3TOT pa3 «OH IUTIOHYJ Ha 3eMIII0, cAiesal OpeHue
U3 TUTIOHOBEHHMS U TIOMa3asl OpeHHeM Tia3a
cinenomy. U ckazan eMy: nmoway u yMmomncs B
kynenu CunoaMckoity. CuioaMmckasi Kyrneib Oblia
ycTpoeHa B CHII0aMCKOM MCTOYHHKE, BBITEKABIIEM
U3-110]1 CBALLIEHHOW Tropbl CHOHCKOM U JapOBaHHOM,
nociianHoM borom CBoemy Hapoly Kak 0COOCHHOE
OnarosiessHue, OYeMy OH M CUMTAJICS CBSIICHHBIM
HUCTOYHUKOM. EBaHTENINCT MOACHAET, 4TO
«Cuitoam» 3HauuT «T10caaHHbIM». He xoren nu

OCyIIecTBIeHNE BceX bokeCTBEeHHBIX
0J1aroCIIOBEHU, MPOOOPa30M U CUMBOJIOM KOTOPBIX
1t eBpeeB ObuT CHITOaMCKUM UCTOYHHK? (Apxuen.
Asepruii Tayuies).

One of the brightest examples of faith is the Blind Man,
to whom the sixth paschal Sunday is dedicated. The Lord
once came upon a man, blind from birth, who sat and begged
for alms. Knowing that this man had been born blind for the
sole reason that God be glorified through him, Christ spat on
the ground, made clay of the spittle, and anointed the eyes of
the blind man with this clay. Then He said to the blind man:
“go and wash in the pool of Siloam.” The blind man went and
washed and came back seeing. The Pharisees, who observed
the law of Moses with hypocritical strictness, did not believe
in the healing and went out of their way to discredit the
miracle. At first they expressed doubt that the blind man had
actually been born blind, and so they questioned his parents
extensively, and later questioned the man himself. Then they
began saying that Whoever healed the blind man could not
have come from God, since He did not observe the Sabbath
(i.e. He healed the blind man on a Sabbath!). ... The man who
had been blind was not afraid of the Pharisees, but boldly
answered them: “It is truly amazing that You do not know
from whence He comes, and yet He has opened my eyes; from
the beginning of time it has never been heard that any man
opened the eyes of one who was born blind, so if this Man
were not from God, He could do nothing.”

This moving story shows us the example of a man who
through his faith received total sight -- both physical and
spiritual. He earned this miracle by suffering and patiently
enduring his blindness for many years, and now suddenly
both his physical and his spiritual eyes were opened, and he
simultaneously saw the sun in nature and the spiritual Sun --
the Lord Jesus Christ. Moreover, the blind man was not
afraid to declare his faith openly, fearing neither any man,
nor harassment, nor persecution for his faith

The story of the blind man also gives us great comfort: it
clearly indicates to us that innate physical defects are not
specifically given as punishment for sins, but often to
demonstrate God’s grace. When the disciples asked Christ:



“Master, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind,” the Lord said to them: “neither this man sinned,
nor his parents, but this was given so that the works of God
should be manifest in him.” (Fr Rostislav Sheniloff]
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... B3upasi menepb Ha
enadbi4Hoe BosHeceHue
locnoda Bora n Cnaca Halwuero
Wucyca Xpucra, kak Ha 3anor
HaLLero BO3HECEHNS, Mbl
BO330BEM K Hemy C ymuneHunem
1 6narogapHOCTbLIO: KO
goseesnuyuwacs Oena Teos,
['ocnodu, ecs npemydpocmuro
comeopur ecu (Mc. 103,24)
(Ces. AgpaHacuti AnexcaHOputickudl)

‘B BeTxom 3aBete Wnus bbin BocxuileH Ha He60. OH
Ol OTBEAEH B COKPOBEHHYIO 06M1aCTb, rae AOMKeH
obuTatb B TENECHOM W JYLLIEBHOM YNOKOEHWUN [0 TeX
nop, Noka npu KOHYMHE My1pa CHOBA SBUTLCS Ha 3eMnie,
4T0bbI 3aNNaTMTL AOMT CMEPTH, NOTOMY YTO Bor, no
npemygpbiM cyabbam CBOMM, TOMBKO OTCPOYMN EMY
BPEMS CMEPTH, HO He M36aBun OT Hee COBCEM.
Cnacutens xe nobegun cmeptb 1 CBOMM CnaBHbIM
BockpeceHuem uctpebun ee, a B BoaHeceHun s8un
cnasy BockpeceHusi CBoero. 3aech HYXHO 3aMeTUTb
70, 4TO Mnuns Bo3Heccs Ha Hebo Ha KonecHuue B
[0Ka3aTeNnbCTBO TOr0, YTO OH, KaK YenoBek, He Mor BbITb
Be3 BHeLUHeN NOMOLLM. JTY NOMOLLb OKa3nn emy
AHrenbl, korga OH BOCXoaun Ha Hebo, nbo oH cam He mor
BO3HeCTUCb... Ho Cnacutento He HyxHa bbina
KonecHWLa, He HyXHbl 6binn AHrenbl, nbo Teopel Ceoei
BoxecTBeHHON cunoit Bo3Heccs Ha Hebo. OH
BO3BpaTUNCS Tyada, OTKyAa COLLeN; BOCLIEN Tyaa, rae ot
Beka umen npebbiBaHne, nbo xoTs no yenoseyectsy OH
BO3HOCUIICA, HO No BoxecTBy 0bnagan u Hebom
semnen” (Cem. [puecopuii /{eoecnos)

Ascension

Forty days after Pascha, the Church celebrates the
Ascension of the Lord. According to the Bible (Acts
1:1-12 and Luke 24:36-53), on that day the Lord
commissioned His apostles to preach the Gospel to all
nations; then, having blessed them “...while they
watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out
of their sight.” (dcts 1:9).

As with other Holy Days of the Lord, the early
Church celebrated not so much the memory of the
historical event of Christ’s Ascension, but its theological
significance. St. John Chrysostom expressed it thus:

“Through the mystery of the Ascension, we who seemed
unworthy of God’s earth, are taken up into heaven...
Our very nature, against which Cherubim guarded the
gates of Paradise, is enthroned today high above all
Cherubim.”

St. Gregory of Nyssa expressed it well in a sermon:
“The Ascension of Christ is the consummation and
fulfillment of all other feasts and the happy conclusion
of the earthly sojourn of Jesus Christ.”

This was an unusual departure. There stood Jesus,
Who had recently risen from the grave, and there stood
His followers, His friends, listening to His teaching as
they had on so many other occasions. As we read in the
gospel for the day (Luke 24.:36-43), Jesus spoke about
the coming of the Holy Spirit, and that it would be their
task to be His witnesses.

Then we read in Luke that Jesus led His disciples to
Bethany, and as He was blessing them He was ‘carried
up into heaven.” St. Mark adds that, “He was received
up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of the Father.”

To see Jesus ascend to heaven was amazing, but what
happened next was also remarkable. Instead of being
downcast because He had gone, the disciples responded
with renewed purpose. They worshipped Him. They
joyfully returned to Jerusalem where they prayed. Then,
after receiving the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, they went
out and preached everywhere.

Although Jesus was gone away, the Holy Spirit
makes real to us His presence so that we too can
worship, pray, and witness as His disciples did centuries
ago. These paths will make us inheritors of the Salvation
that Jesus promised us. (from the Orthodox Herald)

He roBopu, 4t0 Kk HebGecam
TBos MONMTBa HeoOXOAHA:
Bepb kak gywmncTBbIn humuam,
OHa cospatento yrogHa.

Korga Tbl MonMwbCA, He TpaTb
U3nuwHux cnos; Ho BCen AyLIOH
Ctpaiica ¢ Bepoi CO3HaBaTb,

Yro cnbiwmt OH, 4yTo OH ¢ TOOOl0.

Yro ans Hero cnoBa? O yewm,
CyacTnuBbIv cepaLem unb CKOpOoALLMA,
TbI He nombicnun Obl, -- 0 TOM

Yxeab He BefaeT BeespAawmin?

Mo6oBb k TBOpLY B Aylue TBOEH
lopena 6 TONLKO HEM3MEHHO,
Kak npes MKOHOIO CBSILLEHHOM
Namnapgb! Tennutca enen.

(K.P. (Benukuti kHsi3b KoHCmaHmuH
‘KoHcmaHmuHosuy, 1888e.)



