BXOAb IoCniojlA Bb IEPYCAJIMMD.

. Borb nacraets «Crpacthas Hepbasi». LlepkoBn BB Borocaye-
HIH 3TOH Hexbanm nosexeTd Hack Beabab 3a XpHCTOMB, BIJIOTH 10
[oaroerr, u no Ero I'pobGa. Cobuitisi nocabaunxs AHEH 3eMHOH XH3-
HH, TMOCKOJbKY OHH INpOHCXOuHJH 3abcb Ha 3eMab, OHH, KOHEYHO,
OoTouriH BB npouwgoe. CMOJKIHM KPHKH TOJNbl, OyAb-TO <«OCaHHA®,
6y4b-To «pacnuu!». CTHX'b NJa4b MYPOHOCHIb. ¥YMepd [Muaars. YMep-
JH iynedickie nepBocssilenunkd. Ho e ymepb Xpucroch: kakb bBoro-
uesoBbis, Onb xuBb M noubinb. M BoTb nouemy llepkoBb BB Teue-
Hfu Bceit Crpacrno#t Henbau, ckopbuo Bcnomuunaa o6b Ero crpanma-
HIfiIX'b, Bb TO X€ BPeMsi PaflOCTHO npocaasisieTs Ero, kakb BbYHO H-
Boro ITo6baurens cmepru. JIbao cnacenis, coBepuieHHOe XpPHCTOM®,
OHO — u¢HBO H noueik. Ono e ectb — x’bao npouioe: ono — abao
GbiBuiee, 1o He munysuice! Bbas Xpicrocs U Tenepb, Kakb Bb lepy-
canumb, Bxomutp BB Hawe rpbunoe cepane. M ato, ycranoe orb
rpbxa, cepaue tpenetno xaerb Ero Bceucubasiowaro npubiamicenis,
XIETb CBOEro OuHuUleHiss, oOuOBJeHiss, U paloCTHO, No-xbTckH, MNo-
eTb OHO XPHCTYy CBOE€ JHKYylollee «ocaHHa». Ho nmpoxXoauTh HEMHOro
BpPeMEHH, HHOrJA Ja)<e OUeHb HEMHOrO, H Bb 3TOMD e cepaub pa-
JIOCTHOE «OocaHHa» cMbHseTcss 3J00HBIMD «paclnHu», H 4enoBbKb CBO-
MMH rpbXxaMu, CBOHMH CTPACTIMH, BHOBb pacnunaeTb YXuoro Xpu-
cra. M Botp noaromy Bb Borocanyxenin Crpacrioit Henbau, napsaay cb
npocaasneniemd ['ocnopa cablarcs M0Jab6bl O MOMHJAOBAHIM, O NO-
LIEHIH, CJABIIIATCS NPH3bLIBBI Kb OGOAPCTBOBAHII0O H Tpe3BeHilo, UTO 5Bl
He nocrturja uenopbka yuyacTh H3cOXlIeH CMOKOBHHUBIL, HJH pala,
CKPBIBLIATO BB 3€MJIO TaJaHTb CBOH, YTOOMW He nocTHriaa uejosbka
yuyactb lyabi-npenaressi, MaH HepackasiBuiarocss pas6ofHHKa.

[Togsures Xpucra, oHb HMbeTb 3HaueHie He TOJNBKO. AJIA HACTOS-
uaro, Ho ¥ Jisi 6yayutaro. M BoTbh mouemy, 3aped, HHoOrpa 3aobb-
weii sapefi nocabauuxe aueit mipa cabrarcs 1lePKOBHbISI BOCIIOMHIiA-
Hit 0 mocabuHHXD AHAXD KH3HH XpHcTa Ha 3eMab.

Bce aro nanonusiers Borocayxenie - CtpactHoit Henbau tpene-
TOMb COBPEMEHHOCTH, JaeTb €My CHJY XH3HEHHOCTH H rayOuny. I[lyctb
e OHO, BCh a3t uHH, 6yfeTsb 3By4aTb JJsl HACh, KaAK'b OMHD HEYMOJI-
Kalwiin u Broxuosasowii Bo3draachk «[opb umbumb cepauals.

Lazarus Saturday

Six days before His own death, Jesus went to His dead
friend Lazarus at Bethany outside of Jerusalem. He was
answering an appeal made to Him several days earlier. He
knew of the imminent death of Lazarus but purposely
delayed His coming. To his disciples He said: “For your
sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe”
(John 11:14). By the time Jesus arrived, the situation
seemed hopeless: Lazarus was already dead four days. The
fact that Lazarus was already dead four days is emphasized
in the Gospel account as well as in the liturgical hymns of
the feast. The four-day period of burial underscored the
horrible reality of death: the corruption of the body had
commenced.

It is in the face of this awesome reality that, as the
Gospel records with such simplicity, “Jesus wept” (John
11:35). Jesus had already stated to Martha, the sister of
Lazarus, that He is “the resurrection and the life”; He was
fully conscious of His power over death, and still He wept.
He wept on seeing the terrible fate of His friend. Bethany at
that moment represented the whole world. Lazarus was His
friend — all of mankind. Christ wept on seeing what had
happened to the whole of creation, “made through him”
(John 1:3) to be full of life and light, now lying in death and
darkness. The friend of God was sealed away in a cold
tomb, and the people were hesitant to remove the stone
which lay upon it, for “by this time there will be an odor,
for he has been dead four days” (John 11:39).

When the stone had been removed, Jesus prayed to His
Father in the presence of all the people, not asking anyone
to leave as He had done on other occasions (Luke 8:51).
Then, in a loud voice, He called Lazarus from the tomb:
“Lazarus, come out.” The people were astonished on seeing
Lazarus walk out, alive. Many immediately believed on
Him. A great crowd began to assemble around Him. Palm
Sunday naturally followed.



