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The Sunday of All Saints

The Holy
Fathers
established the
commemoration
of this feast after
the descent of the
Holy Spirit in
order to show
that the coming
of the most Holy
Spirit worked
enormous deeds
through the
Apostles,
sanctifying and
bestowing
wisdom upon
those who were
like us, and
setting these
saints in the
place of those
angels who had
fallen, leading
them, through
Jesus Christ, to
God. Some
came through
blood, while
other were led through their virtuous way of life, but all
were perfected through the Holy Spirit.

Just a short time before this, the Body that had been
assumed and deified by God the Word was lifted up and
seated at the right of the Father’s glory; and now,
according to the promise, He draws to Himself all who
desire to come, according to His dispensation.

Also, in this feast we honor many others who,
although pleasing to God, have, for whatever reasons or
circumstances, remained unknown to all, even though
they are greatly glorified before God. In addition, there
are many who lived according to the will of God
throughout all the world — those whom it was not easy to
make known — because of the vastness of their numbers.

Therefore in order that we also may receive the
intercessions of all who have been pleasing to God from
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every part of the earth, as well as to honor those Saints
who will later be added to the calendar, the Holy Fathers
have established this Feast of All Saints, encompassing
all, from the earliest saints to the most recent, from those
who are well-known to those who are unknown,
sanctified by the Holy Spirit Who rests in them.

Also, it was necessary that a single day be set aside
for all the Saints, even those who are commemorated
separately throughout the year, thus showing that they
all struggled for one single Christ and that all found
themselves on the same paths of virtue and were thus
crowned in worthiness as servants of the one single God.
They form the Church Triumphant, filling the world
above and encouraging us to strive ahead in this same \
battle, which varies in many ways for each individual
according to his strength

Thus, on this day we celebrate all that the Holy Spirit
has sanctified — all the saints, men and women, known
and unknown, from all the ages. But above all we honor
the holiest of the holies, the most holy and incomparable
one who is more glorious than the angels — our Lady
Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary. (from the Synaxarion)

B npowinoe eockpecenve Mbl Ipa3aIHOBAIN ACHD
[TaTuaecaTHULbI, IeHb cxoxaeHuss Cearoro [yxa, neHb
poxaenus LepkBu XpuctoBoit. A cerogs Mbl
co3epuaeM pe3yabTaThl aeiictBus Cesaroro Jlyxa B
YeJIOBEYECKON UCTOPUH, BUANM T€ IUIOJbI, KOTOPBIE
npuHecna [{epkoBe B MoICKUX Aymiax. Mbl oTMedaeM
JIeHb Beex CBSTBIX.

CBATBIX TaK MHOT'O, KaK 3Be3]l Ha HeOE, eCTh Cpenu
HHMX U3BECTHBIC 110 UMEHAM U TIOJIBUTaM, U
HEU3BECTHbBIC, BeOMbIE TONbKO bory. ...EcTh kHMTa
«CuHakcapb», B KOTOPOM 110 BO3MOKHOCTH PaccKa3aHo
0 KaXJIOM U3 CBATBIX, KOTOpPbIE HA CETOMHAIIHUN JIeHb
OTKpPBITHI M TIpociaBiieHbl [lepkoBbio. MHOTAA ATO
TOJILKO UMS U BCETO JIUIIIb HECKOJIBKO CTPOK O KU3HHU
yenoBeka. Ho B COBOKYIHOCTH ATO JaeT BIECUATISIOULYIO
KapTUHY AYXOBHOI'0 3BE3JIHOTO HeOa, MHOTOO0Opa3HOI
CBSITOCTH. 37IECh €CTh CBSIThIC UMIIEPATOPHI U
JIOMOXO3STHKH, TTOJIKOBOJIIBI M 3eMJIeIe
JIBIIBI, MOHAXH-ACKETHI U OJIArOYECTHBBIC ITPABETHUKH.

3Be3/1a OT 3Be3/bl pa3HUTCA B cilaBe. ECTh Benukue
CBSIThIE, MOJIBUTaM KOTOPBIX Mbl MOXKEM TOJIBKO
YIAUBIATHCS, HO TIOJIpaXkaTh — TOJIHKO Ha MaJyl0 4acTh.
TakoBBI, HapUMep, NPENoT0OHbIH AHTOHIH Benukuii
iy npernogo0Hsi Cepruii Pagonexckuii. Mbl MoXeM
MMM BOCXMINIATHCS, MOXKEM YCBOUTH AyX U HACTPOCHHE




HX TOIBIKHHYCCKOH JKU3HHU, HO TOBTOPUTH UX TPYIBI U
ITOJABUTH OBLIO OBI JKeJIaHUEM BeChbMa CaMOHAICSHHBIM.

OnHako €CTh M TAaKHE CBATHIC, )KM3Hb KOTOPBIX,
Ka3aJ10Cch ObI, HE TaK YK CHJIBHO OTJIMYACTCS OT HAIICH,
IIPOCTO OHU B OIPEICICHHBIA MOMEHT BCEro ceOs
BBepHJIN Bory, 1 «COKpPOBEHHBIN CEp/Illa YSIOBEKY CTal
MOJUTHHHBIM XPUCTUAHIMHOM, B ITOJIHOM 3HAYEHUH STOTO
CJIOBA.

['OBOPHT HE MPOCTO YCTaMM, a TTOJIHBEIM H3MEHEHUEM
CBOCTO B3IJIsAa Ha JKU3HB, HCIIPABICHHUEM CBOETO
ObITHA. B )KM3HM Ka)KIOT0 €CTh MECTO OIITHOKAM U
3a0y)KICHUSAM, OOJBIIMHCTBO M3 HAC HE M30eXkKano u
TSDKEJBIX COIPEIICHUH, HO €CTH MBI XOTHM OBITh
XPHCTHAHAMH, TO MBI IPU3BAHBI K CBATOCTH, 3TO
MPaKTHYECKH CUHOHUMBI. OO 3TOM ITOCTOSHHO TOBOPUT
B CBOMX MocCHaHuAX armoctoi [1aBen. Hanpumep, Tak:
Bor «u30pan Hac nmpexae co3JaHus MUpa, YTOOBI MBI
OBUTH CBSATHI U HEMOPOUHKI pen Hum B mro0Bm» (Eg. 1,
4). To xe camoe yrBepkaaer anocron Ilerp: «Ilo
puMepy npu3Basiiero Bac CBIToro u camu OyapTe
CBATBI BO BceX nmoctymnkax» (1 Ilempa, 1, 15).

C HBIHEIIHET0 JTHS, C HACTOAIIEr0 Yaca JJIsi Hac
OTKpBITa 3Ta IBEPh — MOAJIMHHO CTaTh XPHUCTHAHAMH.
Bk, ABrycTHH cpaBHUBAJ HAIIle TOCTOSHHOS
OTKJIaJIbIBAHHE CBOCTO MCIIPABJICHUS — 3aBTpal 3aBTpal —
¢ KapKaHbeM BopoHa. J1ojaro Mbl erie OyaeM KapkaTh?
[Touemy OBl HaM He ucnpaBuThCA? [Touemy He ceromus?
[Touemy He ceituac?.. CBATOCTb — 3TO HAIllC TPHU3BAHHE,
9TO HAIll KATETOPHYECCKUH UMIIEPATHB, 0€3 BBITOJIHCHHUS
KOTOPOI'0 MbI HE MO’KEM Ha3bIBAThCS XPHUCTHAHAMH.

Uepomonax Cumeon (Tomauunckuii))

“Guard your heart!” These words were spoken in the
past by experienced ascetics. Father John of Kronstadt
says the same thing in our days: “The heart is refined,
spiritual and heavenly by nature. Guard it. Do not
overburden it; do not make it earthly; be temperate to the
utmost in food and drink, and in bodily pleasures in
general. The heart is the temple of God. If any man
defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy (1 Cor.
3:17).  Spiritual experience in ancient times and
spiritual experience in our time is identical, under the
condition that the confession of faith is identical. The
heavenly knowledge to which the ascetics of old attained
does not differ from that to which the ascetics of today
attain. For, as Christ is the same today and tomorrow, so
it is with human nature. The main thing is: the human
heart is the same; its thirst and its hunger are the same;
and nothing is able to satisfy it but the glory, power and
riches of God. (from the Prologue of Ohrid)

The world is full of suffering, and Christianity—always
realistic—asserts that evil will not retreat of its own accord
and that anyone who engages in the struggle against it will

never escape suffering. "In the world you will have
tribulation; but be of good cheer," says Christ as He parts
from His disciples (John 16:33). Christianity does not call
for suffering for the sake of suffering itself, yet evil cannot
be conquered by the fear of enduring suffering.
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HOMILY FOR THE SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS

Sunday we celebrated the Descent of the Holy Spirit
and the establishment of Christ’s Church on earth, while
today we celebrate the fruits of this grace-filled Church —
today is the Sunday of All Saints, who provide us with
an extraordinary example of how to live on earth
correctly, in order to attain the Kingdom of Heaven. Let
us look, dear brethren, at how these saints lived and how
they reached paradise.

All the saints who are commemorated today followed
the way of Christ, and all of them — in their own time
and in their own circumstances of life — fulfilled God’s
commandment of love for God and one’s brethren. And
often their times were quite difficult, sometimes even
more difficult than ours, and often the circumstances of
their lives were spiritually more dangerous and
physically worse than ours. And yet they went on, they
struggled... and so they reached the Kingdom of
Heaven, where they are now triumphant.

Look at the walls of the church and you will see
them: martyrs, confessors, righteous men, fools for
Christ, the educated, the simple, the rich, the poor,
prelates, monks, laymen... Look at how many stars are
shining on the Lord’s spiritual firmament. This is the
heavenly Church. It is universal, and it is constantly
being reinforced from the earthly Church, where all of us
are members, dear brethren. There is a place for
everyone there. This is what today’s reading from the
Epistle teaches us: “Wherefore, seeing such a cloud of
witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight
and the sin that besets us, and let us run with patience
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the
Author of our faith.”  ((Adapted from “The One
Thing Need-"Archbishop Andrew of Novo-Diveevo )



