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Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Hen. O bnygHom CbiHe

Y mapzBonll T8 Acdmy viow

BoskecTBeHHOU JIUTypruel, HOBECTBYETCS O
CBIHE, TIOJIyIUBIIIEM OT OTIIA TPUIUTAIOIIYIOCS
€My YacTh HACJIe/[CTBA U PACTOUYUBIIIEM €€ B
yBeceseHusaX. Korza ke OJryHBIN ChIH
OOHUIIAI 1 0CO3HAJ CBOIO TPEXOBHOCTD, TO
BEPHYJICA K OTI[y ¥ CMHPEHHO ITPU3HAJI CBOE
HEJIOCTOMHCTBO UMEHOBATHLCS €T0 CBIHOM; HO
Pa/IOCTHBIU OTell, BU HCKPEHee PacKassHUE
CBOEro 3a0JIy/IIIEeTO Ya/ia, MPUHSLI €T0 C
PaIOCTHIO0 ¥ MUJIOCEDP/IHEM.

dTa mpuTya sIBjsAeT BceM HaM 00pa3
MTOKAsTHUS TPENTHOTO YeJI0BEKA I MUJIOCEP/IHS
Boxxus k HeMy.... Bo3mobyieHHBIE BEPYIOIIHE,
OTOPOCHM TOPAOCTH AYIITU U yCJIAXKIEHUE Tesla
Harero. bysiem »KUTb *KU3HBIO HOBOH, UMCTOU,
MUPHOH, 6s1arouecTuBO. MbI xpamsbl Jlyxa
CasToro, HE OyZ1eM JKe IeaThCs KauIaMu
oayna (cm.: 1 Kop. 6: 19).

MBI pacTOYUIA MOJIOZIOCTD CBOIO B
YI0BOJIBCTBUAX. XBaTUT! BeraBatite, moiaeM
ko Xpucry!

Mps! nnipuzeMm k Hemy uepes nocr,
yMmuiocTuBUM Ero MosmTBaMu, UCIOBEIBIO,
IIOKJIOHAMH, cJIe3aMu. YnazeMm Kk Hemy B Horn
u ckaxkeM: «OT4e! s corpemmi MpoTuB Heba 1
nipen Toborw», — a OH, kak biaruii Orer,
IIPUMET HaC, PA30PBET PYKOITHCAHNE TPEXOB
HAIIINX, yTPET CJe3bl HAIIIH, UCIETUT O0JIe3HU
HAIITH, YKPEIUT HaJ[eXK/Ty Hallly, OZIeHET B

oIy OeJTyIo U HaJieHeT 30JI0TOM IePCTEHD
Ha PYKY HAllly B 3HaK IPUMUPEHUS, BOUJIET C
HaMmu B llepkoBb CBolo, HantuTaet Tesrom
CBouM u Oy/1eT pa/ioBaThCs HEU3PEUEHHO
BMeCTe CO BceM HeOOM U 3eMJieil, IOTOMY UTO
MBI MEPTBBI ObLITH U O3KHJIH, IOTEPSHBI OB U

HaILIUCh. AMUHbB. (Apxumandpum HoanHukuil
(Banan))

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

This week begins with the Sunday of the
Prodigal Son. We should all be familiar with
the parable, found in St. Luke's Gospel. How
does it apply to us, to our spiritual life? The
younger son was bored at home. He took his
inheritance and went off into a far country,
where he squandered what he had on riotous
living. How often do we find ourselves enticed
by the ways and the pleasures of this world, our
hearts indifferent to the things of God, our
minds wandering “in a far country” as we stand
in church? The result? We become spiritually
parched, like the prodigal son who experienced
“a severe famine” in the land of his sojourning.
Finally, when he was reduced to feeding swine,
i.e., when he was in desperate circumstances,
“he came to himself.” He saw what kind of
person he was; he realized he had deeply
wounded his father, and he was willing to
admit his error and ask his father's

forgiveness. The fact that he had to travel a
long way, without money, to return home
demonstrates his strong resolve. We must have
the same determination and show similar
exertion in departing from sin and self-
indulgence, and in making our way back to God
and our true homeland which is in heaven.
And with what joy the father received him-
coming towards him when his son was still a
great way off-, with what readiness he forgave



him, just as God will greet and forgive us if we
come to our senses, repent and have the

determination to act upon our repentance.
(excerpted from Pravoslavnaya Rus, 1994)
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The deeply edifying Gospel Parable of the
Prodigal Son with special clarity shows to what
an awful degree the flesh prevails over the
spirit, and to what sensuality the soul can reach
over the highest aspirations, and to what an
unfathomable abyss of sin a man may be
thrown into...

The depth and power of this repentant,
prayerful cry of the Prodigal Son is intended to
awaken everyone from the condition of
spiritual drowsiness and to force the entry of
the strict investigation into the depth of his
heart, to to fall down before the throne of God’s
mercy with tears of prayer for the remission of
sins and for place his conscience in the sight of
the law of God, and the sending down of grace
for correction. All this is, really, that grace
alone proceeds from the meeting of the Lord;
and reconciliation with Him triumphs, as if one
were not a sinner.

Thus, having shown us on the Sunday of the
Publican and Pharisee the true beginning of
repentance, the Holy Church now in the Gospel
parable of the Prodigal Son opens it to us with
the full power of this repentance: under the
condition of true humility and sincere
repentance, the mercy of God and the
remission of the heaviest sins from God is
possible. And consequently the sinner, in view
of the approach of the time for repentance,
must not despair of God’s beneficial help and
mercies. (excerpted from Handbook for Church
Servers)

B aty Hepento EBaHrenbckom nputyei, 0T KOTOPOM OHa
nony4mna ceoe HasBaHue, cestas LiepkoBb, Ans
BO30YXXOEHMS K MOKASHWIO TEX, KOTOPbIE, HAXOAACH B
y3rie rpeXOBHON MPWBbIYKK, HE MOTYT U HE XOTAT
ocBoboaunTcs ot Hee, n3obpaxaeT b6eaCcTBEHHOE
COCTOSIHME YenoBeka, yaanumeLuerocs ot bora, a Ans
yTeLleHuns n 060apeHuns Tex, KoTopble, NOAaBNSACH
CO3HaHMEM TSHKECTU CBOMX FPEXOB, BNaAaloT B
Be3HagexHOCTb W 0T4HasHKe, -- NpeacTaBnseT obpas
MOKasiHWA pa3BpaLLEHHOrO CbiHa M Hencyepnaemoe

munocepane Otua HebecHoro, KoTopblii npuemnet
BCSKOTO KaloLLErocs rpeLuHumka.

VIcTWHHAs pagocTb XW3HW 3aKNKYaETCS TOMBKO B
BnarogatHom cotose ¢ borom. YganeHnue oT 31070
COK03a CMYXXUT UCTOYHUKOM BCEBO3MOXHbIX 6eACTBIN,
BonesHel 1 YHUKEHNM.

OpHako 311 6ecTBEHMS He ©e3blCX0AHbI AN TOT0
rPeLIHnKa, KOTOPbIN HE 3aryLUnsT OKOHYaTeNTbHO CBOKO
COBECTb, HE OLUEN 0 COBEPLUEHHOMO OTHASHUS,
ynopcTBa U OXEeCTOYEHUS BO rpexax, He Bnar
OKOHYaTENbHO BO BMaCTb AbsBONa. YTobbl yKpenuTb n
npoByanTb BCEX HAC OT rPEXOBHOM APEMOTbI, B KOTOPYHO
Bonee unu MeHee BCe Mbl NOrPYXaemcs 06bIYHbIM
TEYEHWNEM HaLLIe XKU3HU, NErKOMbICIIEHHO NpecTynas
3anoBeun boxum n 6ecneyHo nas no rpexoBHOMY NyTw, -
cedATas LiepkoBb CBOU NECHOMNEHWW B 3TOT [ieHb
obpalyaeT B OAMH HenpepbIBHbIA NOKASHHO-MOSUTEHHbIN
BOMIb AyLm ko [ocrnogy.

nybuHa 1 cuna 3ToN MOMMUTBbI B COCTOSIHUM NPO
ByAmnTb KXKOOro OT JyXOBHOTO YCINNEHWS, 3aCTaBUTb
BOWMTM CTPOrO UCMbITYHOLLMM B3OPOM B Camyto rnyGuHy
CBOETO cepAaua, NoCTaBuUTb CBOK COBECTb Npea
3epuanom 3akoHa boxus, npes NpecTonoM CTpaLLHoro 1
HenuuenpusaTHoro cyaa boxwus, 4tobbl BUAETb, YeM
XXUBET W ABWXKETCA HaLle cepAue, 4To cocTaBnseT
rMaBHbIA NPeaMeT ero NPUBA3aHHOCTEN 1 CTPEMMEHMN,
€ro XenaHui n Hagexa, -- YTobbl BONTH B cebs, yBuaeTh
CBOE OKasiHCTBO, NMO3HATb CBOK BUHOBHOCTL npes OTLOM
HebecHbIM 1 nacTb Npea npectonom munocepams Ero co
CNe3HOW MOMUTBOM O NPOLLEHUM COTPELLEHNI U
HMUCnocnaHuy Gnaroaati 4ns ucnpasnexns, Tak Kak
TOMBKO NPU YCOBUM UCTUHHOTO CMUPEHWUS 1 UCKPEHHETO
packasHus ans munocepans boxus BO3MOXHO
nNpoLLeHue OT bora camblx TSXKUX IPEXOB.

“Open to me the doors of repentance, O Life-giver,
for my spirit rises early to pray to Thy Holy
Temple, bearing the temple of my body all defiled.
But in in Thy compassion, purify me by the loving-
Kindness of Thy mercy.

When I think of the many evil things I have
done, wretch that I am, I trembled at the fearful
day of judgment; but trusting in the mercy of Thy
loving-Kindness, like David I cry to Thee: Have
mercy on me, O God, according to Thy Great
Mercy.”



