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Sunday of Orthodoxy
TopxectBo lpaBocnasus

(PaschalEaster 2024: 5 May)

B niepBy1o Hepero
¢B. YernIpe-
JIeCATHUIBI
COBepIIAETCA
BOCIIOMMHAaHUE
Top:xecTBa
IIpaBocnasus,
OKOHYATEJIbHO
YCTaHOBUBIIIETO
IIOYUTAHUE
CBATBHIX UKOH. B
787 rony VII
Bcenenckuit Cobop chopmyupoBast 10rMaT
nkoHonounTauus, a Cobop B KoHcTaHTHHOIIONE
B 842 rony npu cB. Ilarpuapxe Medoauu
YCTAHOBWJI IOYUTATh IAMATH CErO
BOCCTAQHOBJIEHUSA €KETOHO B 1-10 HEJIEIO
Yerwipenecataunibl. Ho mpa3iHuk nuMeeT u
OoJiee MIUPOKUI CMBIC/. Bce Bestmkue epecu
BocToka nocsrany Ha caMylO CyTb OTKPOBEHUSA —
yueHne o borouesnoBeuectBe Xpucra. Apuit
yTBepxkAai, uTo OH — JIUI0 TBAPHOE, TOJIBKO
nonobHoe bory. HecropuaHe nmpoBoiuiN rpaHb
mexy Uucycom — CetHOM boxkuum u ucycom
— 4esioBeKoM, KOTOpBIT cTas eITUHBIM TOJIBKO
nocJsie kpetenus B Mopgane. MoHOGU3UTHI
CUYUTAJIN, YTO YEJIOBEYHOCTh XPHCTAa MOIJIOIIEeHA
Ero boxecTBOM, 11 IOTOMY OTPHULIAJIA €€;
MOHOMETUTHI IPU3HABAIN B XPUCTE TOIBKO
o7iHy BositO — boxkecrBeHHyw0. U, HakoHell,
HMKOHOOOPIIHI, 3aIIPETHUB U300paKaTh
BorouesioBeka, hakTuuecKu OTKa3JIUCh OT BEPHI
B peasibHOCTH BomiomieHus... Top:kecTBO
IIpaBociaBuA 3aKI0YaETCA B TOM, UTO Yepes
BOCCTAaHOBJIEHUE ITIOUYUTAHUA UKOH 1|epKOBb
OTCTOsAJIa UCTUHY BOroBOILIOIIEHUA, UCTUHY, YTO
Bor Ceb6s siBisiet, 06pa3Ho Cebst OTKPBIBAET.

The Sunday of Orthodoxy

The Sunday of Orthodoxy, which is celebrated
on the first Sunday of the Great Lent, celebrates
the restoral of the veneration of icons and the
definition of the proper undestanding of that

veneration according to the decree of the 7t
Ecumenical Council in 787 AD.

The fight against the veneration of icons began
in earnest by Emperor Leo the Isaurian around
717 AD. The Patriarch at that time, Germanos,
was summoned by him to hear him rail against
the icons, and demanded that they be removed
everywhere. The Patriarch could not be
persuaded to agree with the emperor, so the
emperor send him into exile and replaced him
with Anastasius, who share the iconoclastic
opinions.

Emperor Leo was succeeded by Constantine
Copronymous and then by his son, who
continued the persecution.

In 780 AD, Constantine, followed by Irene
(797 AD) inherited the throne. They were guided
by the most holy Patriarch Tarasius to convoke
the Seventh Ecumenical Council, which restored
the icons and defined their veneration.

However, the persecutions were not stopped at
this time. Subsequent rulers like Nicetas Genikos
(802-11), his son Stravikios, and then Michael
Rangabe (811-13) reverenced the images; but in
813 AD Leo the Armenian began a second war
against the veneration of images. He was
succeeded by emperors Michael and Theophilus
(829-42), all of whom continued the persecution.

However, Empress Theodora, wife of Emperor
Theohilus, was a great venerator of the icons.
Theophilus died a fearful death, and Empress
Theodora succeeded to the throne. She and her
son Michael (842-67), together with Patriarch
Methodius, firmly restored the veneration of the
images, and the iconoclasts were denounced and
anathematized. From that time forward, the
venerable confessors ordained that the holy feast
should take place annually to insure that we do
not tumble again into the same iniquity.

Muvt npa3oHyem ce200HA BEJTUKUH JIEHb
KOTOPBIN IIOMOTAeT HaM 0CO3HATh BCIO BAYKHOCTh
Haled coOCTBEHHOU MMPUYACTHOCTH K JIeJTy



BorxkmeMy, Halllell OTBETCTBEHHOCTH KUTh 10
boxunemy 3akony. IloToMy 4TO, €Cai MBI
OTKaKeMCs OT BEPHI allOCTOJIbCKOU, BEPHI
XpHCTOBOM, eCJTH MBI OyZIeM HECIIOCOOHBI JKUTh
110 HPaBCTEHHOMY 3aKOHY, KOTOPBIU bor gast
JIIO/IAAM, YTO 7K€ TOT/Ia TOBOPUTH O
MHOTO00OpPa3HOM MHUPE, UTO 7K€ TOI/Ia TOBOPUTH O
TeX, KTO He 3HaeT Bepbl XPHUCTOBOM?

IToatomy, npaszanya Top:xecTBo
IIpaBocstaBra, MBI JOJIKHBI IIEPENTUBATH 0CO00E
YyBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a cy/ib0y LlepkBH, 3a
cynb0y cBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO, 3a CyAbOY pojia
yesioBeueckoro. Ilycrs ke ['ocnogb NPUKIIOHUT
MMJIOCTH KO Bcell Beestenckoi 1lepkBu, KO BceM
apXUIIaCTBhIPAM, ITACThIPAM U BEPYIOILIEMY
HapO/1y, YTO B Pa3HbIX CTPAaHAX MUPA XPaHAT
Bepy nmpaBociiaBHyto. U Bepum, uto ['octions
MIPUKJIOHUT MHJIOCTh KO BceM HaM U Top»kecTBO
IIpaBociaBus CTAaHET HE TOJIBKO JINTYPTUIECKUM
MIPa3AHUKOM, HO Y BEJINKUM U CIIaCUTEIbHBIM

(akTOpOM UesI0BEYECKOTO OBITHA. AMHHb.
(Cesy. ITamp. Kupuana, 2010)

My dears, children of the Holy Orthodox Church!
Today is a special day - the day of the Triumph of
Orthodoxy, the day of the triumph of the Holy
Orthodox, Catholic and Apostolic Church, the
Heavenly Triumphant Church - and the Earthly
Militant Church. . And this is a day of joy about the
incarnation of the Son of God, about the fullness of
Divinity on earth in Him and about the fullness of
Divinity in His body - in the Church of Christ.

And His body is all those who walk the feat of life
in faith and truth, in the bosom of the Church, this is
all, starting with the holy apostles: and teachers of the
Church themselves, ... . We heard in the Gospel
reading high praise and praise from the searching
heart of the Lord to the future Apostle Nathanael:
“...This is truly an Israelite, in whom there is no guile
(John 1:47). And this is the praise of a Christian, the
praise of that Church about which the Lord spoke: this
is the Church in which there is no guile, no vain
inventions of men, which is all truth in all its teaching,
Sacraments, worship, administration, in all its
structure. It is this Church, in the words of the Apostle
Paul “...the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim.
3:15), that is, the glorious Church, without filth or
vice. By what bloody deeds, by what struggle against
the enemies of the truth, by what and how many
deaths of the zealots of purity, holiness of the faith
and the Church, Orthodoxy was acquired, preserved
and passed on to us!

Today we see the earthly Church dejected,
burdened with various troubles and sorrows..., and it
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seems to us: is there anything to rejoice about? But
know, my dears, the Triumph of Orthodoxy in the
Church will always be celebrated, for this triumph is
not about the visible glory of Orthodoxy, but about the
only thing that gives life to the world and which no
external troubles and no enemies can now take away -
this is the triumph of the Divine love for the world and
the eternal life of the world in this love. And for us,
for each of us, only a private question remains - will
you and I be participants in this Divine love? Will we
preserve ourselves and preserve for our posterity what
Christ Himself gave us and what His faithful
followers in the Church handed down in purity?
(Archim. John Krestyankin)

The Proof of Fasting

Do you fast? Give me proof by your works.

If you see a poor man, take pity on him.

If you see a friend being honored, do not envy him.

Do not let only your mouth fast, but also the eyes and
the ears and the feet and the hands and all the members of
our bodies.

Let the hands fast by being free of avarice.

Let the feet fast by ceasing to run after sin.

Let the eyes fast by disciplining them and not to glare at
that which is sinful.

Let the ear fast by not listening to evil talk or gossip.

Let the mouth fast from foul words and unjust criticism.
For what is it if we abstain from birds and fishes but bite and
devour our brother? (St. John Chrysostom)

All-purpose Lenten Prayer

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me. (Ps. 51:10)

This single line from the Psalms is a wonderful prayer for Lent:

A clean heart. the recognition that we have been
soiled in our inmost being by giving in to evil, is the
beginning of repentance. Far from being a symptom
of a bad self-image, this recognition is the beginning
of health.

Create in me, O God: By acknowledging both that
we cannot reform ourselves and that God can, we
take another step toward wholeness.

Renew within me. Christians repent because they
have already received a gift of faith and the life it
brings in baptism. When we sin, we need to be
renewed in the original blessing of our faith.

A steadfast spirift. We are not looking for a
momentary rush of emotion, immediate gratification
or a seasonal change, but for the ability to live each
day in faith, hope and love. Try to pray this prayer
each day of Lent, and pray it with confidence that

God will actually accomplish this in you.
(tfrom The Orthodox Herald)




