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Sunday 37t from Pentecost

Sunday of Zacchaeus. From this Sunday we
begin our preparation for Great Lent

MpeIitaps 3akxeit

JlomkHOCTh 3aKkxes — rIaBHOTrO cOOpIIHKaA moaaTeil —
ObLTa OYeHb BaXXHOU B MupYy. Ho eBpesM oH ObLI
HEHABUCTEH, KaK CIIyra pUMIISH, TOpa0oTUTeNei
Wzpauns. B W3pannbckoM 00IIECTBE MBITAPh
MPUYUCISIICS K TpemHukaM. Ho cepie 3akxest modtu
HUKTO He 3Han. JKemanue yBuzaers Mucyca HacCTONBKO
OBLIO CHJILHBIM B 3aKX€€, YTO OH HE TOJIBKO TPHUIIET
Tyna, rae npoxomt Mucyc, HO U BJie3 HA CMOKOBHHUITLY,
OTOPOCHB IPH 3TOM BCE BHEIIHUE MPUITHYIHSL.
Cepnueseneny Mucyc ToT4ac mpuUMETHIL, YTO HE TPOCTOE
J0OO0MBITCTBO OBUIO B CEPALIE TOTO YETOBEKA.
[Mosromy OH u roBoput emy. Ce2o0Hst Ha006HO MHue
Ovimyb y mebs 6 dome. Tax Benmuka ObLIa pajgocTh
3akxes, 4TO OH OO€IIaeT OTaTh TOJIOBUHY CBOETO
nMeHus HumM. OH CO3HAET, YTO COBECTh €0 HEYHCTa
B criocobax nmpuoOpereHus umenus. Ha uto ["ocrions
oTBeuaeT: Hoine npuuLno cnacenue 0omy cemy, nomomy
4mo u oM cvii Aépaamos. ITO Belmnvaiinas moxBana,
KaKylo MOT cka3aTh ['ocronp 3akxero, Tak Kak ObITh
CBIHOM ABpaama 3HaYUT UCTUHHO MPHUHAISKATH K
nomy otia Bepyronmx. (Pum.4,11). (Toaxosoe
Eeaneenue)

Lenten Alert

The reading of the gospel today about Zacchaeus
from Luke 19:1-10 alerts us that Great Lent will soon be
here. Like Zacchaeus we want to “see who Jesus was.”
To accomplish this we must climb higher in a life of
fasting, prayer and repentance. The Church helps us
toward this goal. It gently leads us through several
weeks of gradual change until Great Lent is here and
then our dream of “meeting the Resurrection” as it is
said in Slavonic.

Zacchaeus takes us to the Sunday dedicated to the
Publican and Pharisee, about whom we read in Luke
8:10-14. They were both religious men but they prayed
differently. There are many lessons we can learn from
this brief story, one of which is that we should not brag
about how good we are. We leave this to God. To
remind us of this, the church instructs us not to fast even
on Wednesday and Friday, for the Pharisee bragged
about it. Instead, we should pray the words uttered by
the Publican: “God be merciful to me a sinner.”

Then we learn that we are not perfect, and have to
take action as did the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11-32
who realized that he had made the wrong decision in
leaving home. He swallowed his pride and returned to
his father’s house and begged for forgiveness.
Following this we have two more preparatory Sundays,
the Sunday of the Last Judgment, and Forgiveness
Sunday. (from The Orthodox Herald)

Peace of soul

We all strive to be peaceful in the sense of having
peace in our soul. Those who have acquired peace of
soul can be in constant motion or busyness or in pain,
but their souls, being united closely to God, remain in
unshakeable peace.

St. Seraphim of Sarov teaches: “we must endeavor
by every means to keep peace of soul.” Do not be
troubled by the insults or slights of other people. It is
necessary at all costs to restrain oneself from anger and
by watchfulness over oneself to keep the mind and heart
from vain movement... For the guarding of peace of our
souls, it is also necessary to restrain ourselves and flee
from judging others. By being non-judgmental and
being silent, our peace of soul will be preserved. When
a person attains this state of mind, he receives divine
revelation.. We must keep our hearts from vain thoughts
and impressions (Prov. 4:23). By constant watchfulness
over the heart, a purity of heart is born in which God is
seen, according to the words of eternal truth given in
Matthew 5:8: “Blessed are the pure in heart for they
shall see God.” (St. Nikolai Velimirovich)

“Do not be irritated either with those who sin or those
who offend; do not have a passion for noticing every sin
in your neighbor, and for judging him, as we are in the
habit of doing. Everyone shall give an answer to God
for himself. Everyone has a conscience; everyone hears
God’s Word, and knows God’s Will either from books or
from conversation with other people. Especially do not
look with evil intention upon the sins of your elders,
which do not regard you; “to his own master he stands
or falls.” Correct your own sins; amend your own life.”
(Saint John of Kronstadt)



