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At the Sheep’s Gate there was a pool, which was
called Bethesda, which means “house of mercy,” or
God’s mercy: the water used to gather from a
curative spring. According to the testimony of
Evsevius (in the 5t century AD), the pool had 5
porches. This healing spring attracted many people
with different ailments. However, this was no
ordinary healing spring: it manifested its curative
power only at times, when God’s Angel descended
and stirred up the water, and upon the water being
stirred up, only the first person to immerse into the
pool was cured; evidently, the water retained its
healing properties for a short time only, thereafter,
losing them.

Here, by the pool, lay a paralytic who had
suffered for 38 years and who had almost lost all
hopes of a cure. Particularly — as he explained to
the Lord — not having an assistant, he was
incapable of utilizing the miraculous spring, as he
didn’t have the strength to move fast enough to
immerse himself into the water, immediately after
it was stirred. Taking pity, the Lord instantly cures
the unfortunate with only His words: “Rise, take up
your bed and walk.” With this, the Lord showed
through His saving grace, His superiority over the
Old Testament methods.

However, as this was Saturday; the Jews,
instead of being happy for the unfortunate

individual that had suffered for so many years, or
be amazed by the miracle, were annoyed because
the former paralytic had the audacity to violate the
tranquillity of the Sabbath, rebuked him. However,
the cured paralytic, not without some effrontery,
began to justify himself, stating that he is only
carrying out the wishes of Him, Who healed him
and Who in his eyes, had sufficient authority to
release him from conforming to the rather narrow-
minded regulations regarding Saturday. With
traces of contempt, the Jews inquired of the former
paralytic as to Who was the Person, that had the
audacity to permit him to violate a public
regulation?

Blessed Theophilactus notes interestingly on
this: “Here is the meaning of evil! They do not ask,
Who cured him, but Who ordered him to carry his
bed. They are not interested in that, which brings
you to amazement, but that which is censured.”
Although they were not certain, they most probably
guessed that the Healer was none other than the
hated Jesus from Nazareth, and therefore did not
want to discuss the miracle. The cured paralytic
could not answer them as he did not know Jesus.

Soon afterward, he most probably went to the
temple in order to bring a sacrifice, in gratitude for
his healing. Here, the Lord met him with significant
words: “See, you have been made well. Sin no more,
lest a worse thing come upon you.” From these
words, it can be seen that sickness overtakes a
person for his sins, and the Lord warns the cured
paralytic against repeating the sins, so as not to be
afflicted with a greater punishment. Recognizing
his Healer, he went and told the Jews about Him:
not with any evil intent, but just to raise the
authority of Jesus Christ. This evoked a new rage of
hatred in the Jews, and they “sought to kill Him,
because He had done these things on the Sabbath.”
(from Explanation of the Four Gospels by Abp. Averky)



I'Ipenon03eHV|e MatnpgecatTHuUbI

Kmo xaxdem udu ko MHe u ned (UK. 7,37) —
ckasan Nocnogb Haww Nucyc XpucTtoc B NpasgHuK
Mpenonosenus MAaTnaecATHMLBLI B Xpame
Nepycannmckom.

YyaHo 1 AMBHO, YTO NOAOGHbIE CrioBa eLle
3a CeMbCOT neT Ao BonrnoleHusa Mocnoga Mncyca
napek flyxom Boxumm cB. MNpopok Ncans:
Xaxdywue! Ndume ece k 8odam, Oaxe U 8bl y
Komopbix Hem cepebpa..., (Uc. 55,1) U e padocmu
noyepnanTe 800y u3 ucmo4YyHuUKkos crniaceHusi! (Ac.
12,3)...

Bopa xuBas — 310 6narogate CBATaro
[Ayxa, koTopyto nogaeT Nocnodb, ecnu NPocum o
Heln, GrnaroroBeem nepepg Hen, Tpenewem, nonyyas
ee, ecnv BceM cepaueM BepyeM B cuny ee. Ecniun
4yernoBek BOCMpUMeET ee B 06unuum, Toraa us ypesa
€ro NoTeKkyT Peku BOObl XXMBOWN.

W ata 6narogaTb He OCTaHeTCs B HEM
TWeTHOW 1 He3ameTHon. OHa ByaeT nsnueaTbCcs
13 Hero, U3 BHyTPEHHOCTEN, U3 YpeBa ero B
©GnarogaTtHbIX U CBATLIX CNoBax, MNOMHbIX
no6BU, KPOTOCTU, CMUPEHUS U UCTUHBI, ByaeT
CBETUTbLCH BO BCEM ero obnuke, BO BCEX
ABWXeHMAX 1 nocTynkax.. Ceam. flyka (BouHo-
ScHemckuli)

Hepnesa o PacciadieHHOM

“Ectp ke B Uepycanume y OBeubux
BOPOT KyTliaJibHs, Ha3biBaeMas Budesna, npu
KOTOPOU OBLIO MATH KPBITHIX XOZ0B. B HUX
Jie’KaJsio0 BeJIMKOEe MHOKeCTBO OOJIBHBIX,
CJIETIBIX, XPOMBIX, UCCOXIITHX, 03KUJIAIOITUX
JBIDKEeHHe BoAbl, 100 AHres 'ocrioieHb 1o
BpeMeHaM CXO/IWJI B KyHaJIbHIO ¥ BO3MYIIIAJ
BOJIY, Y KTO IIEPBBII BXO/WJI B Hee 10
BO3MYIIIEHUH BOJbI, TOT BBI3I0OPABIUBAJL,
KaKoI0 ObI HU OBLI ofiepKUM 60J1e3HbI0. TyT
OBLJI YeJIOBEK, HAXOIUBIIUICA B 00JI€3HU
TPUAIATh BOceEMb JieT. Hucyc, yBUJIEB €To
JIeKaIero U y3HaB, UTO OH JIEXKUT Y3Ke JI0JIToe
BpeMsi, TOBOPUT eMY: XOUelllb JIU ObITh 3/I0POB?
BosabHO# oTBeuan Emy: Tak, ['ocosin, HO He
HMelo YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIN OIycTUJI ObI MEHS B
KYIQIbHIO, KOT/]a BO3MYTHUTCS BOJIa; KOT/IA XKe
s IPUXOKY, APYTOH y2Ke CXOAUT IIPeXkKe MeHs.
Wucyc roBopuUT eMy: BCTaHb, BO3bMU IIOCTETb
TBOIO U XOAU. W OH TOTYaC BBI3ZOPOBEJ, U
B34JI IOCTEJIb CBOIO U molres... [Torom Uucyc
BCTPETUJI €T0 B XpaMe U CKa3Jl eMy: BOT, Thl

BBI3/IOPOBEJT; HE TPENTH OOJIbIIE, YTOOBI HE
CJIy4HJIOCHh ¢ TOOOI0 yero xyxe” (HH. 5,2-9,14).
“Ham, koTOpble paccaabiau u
HETIOIBH?KHBI KO BCSIKOMY I0OpOMY JIeNy, U HE
MMeeM JeJIOBEKA, TO eCTh CMbIC/Ia
YeJI0BEUECKOTO... YTOOBI OH OITyCTHJI HaC B
KYTIEJIb CJIE3HOTO MTOKAsTHUS, B KOTOPYIO KTO
BOUJIET IIEPBBIM, TOT IIOJTyYaeT HUCIETIEHHUE.
W60 Hazeromuiica Ha ocjieIHeE BpeMs U
OTJIATAIOLIU Y ITOKASHIE, U He CIelIalii
TTOKASATHCSA 371€Ch, HO OTIA3/IbIBAIOIIH I, HE
IoJIyJaeT uclejieHue. Mrak, crparicst BOUTH
IIePBBIM, YTOOBI CMEPTH He 3aXBaTuJIa TeOs.
Curo KyImesb IOKasgsHUA BO3MYIIIaeT AHTEJI.
Kaxkoii! Aures Besukoro cosera Oruero,
Xpucroc u Crracutensb. 160 econ
BorkecTBeHHOE yueHHEe He KOCHETCST HAIIIETO
cep/lia ¥ He ITPOU3BEAET B HEM BO3MYIIEHU S
HAIIOMUHAHHEM O MyKax B Oy/IyIieM BeKe, TO
KyTIeJIb CUs He OyZleT IeUCTBEHHA, U 3/T0POBbs
paccsiabieHHOH y1iie He ObIBaeT.
CropaBe/iytiBO OHA (KyIIesIb) MOXKET OBIThH
Ha3BaHa oBUYer0. 1100 B Hell, KaK OBIIbI,
OMBIBAIOTCS BHYTPEHHOCTHU U TIOMBICJIBI CBSITHIX
1 He3JIOOMBBIX, YTOTOBJIAIONINX ce0sl B 3 KEPTBY
JKUBYIO U Oy1aroyroyiayto bory. O eciiu ObI 1
MBI ITOJIYYHJIN 3/TOPOBBE U 10 BHI3/IOPOBIEHUHT
HAXOJWJINCh B XpaMe, TO eCTh HE OCKBEPUJINCH
HEOCBSIIEHHBIMY ITOMBICJIAMH, JT1a0bI HE
IIOCTUIJIO HAC Xy/Illee HaKa3aBaHUE 1
Oymymem” Baaxc. ®eogunaxm).




