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Sunday of thé Forefathers
Ces. [paoTen

OcobeHHO IPKO
5TO BUJIHO B
pOJI0CI0BUU
Nucyca Xpucra,
B IIPAOTIAX U
oTHax
JIPEBHOCTH, OT
KOTOPBIX IO
IJIOTH
IIPOU30IIIE
Xpuwucroc, - Bce
OHH OTJINYAIUCH
BBICOKOU U
IIpaBeHOI0
JKU3HBIO.

BoT BocxBasisieTcs "mepBbIi AfaM, pyKOro
3mxauresa (uepes co3zaHre) MOYTEHHBIN ',
BCeX MPAOTeIl; ChIH ero ABeJib, 1apbl
MpUHecHIni "ayiio 61aropoaHenero”,
"KoTopble U IpuHsI Bcex bor u I'ocriozp";
"moetcs B Mupe CudoBo K SKAUTEITIO
IUIAaMeHHOE ycTpeMJleHne, 100 B HEIIOPOYHOM
JKUTEJIbCTBE U JIylieBHOU J1I00BU Tomy
HMCTUHHO yroau".

"Uynusiii EHOoC 60roMyZIpeHHO MTOJI0KUIICS
B /lyxe Ha IpU3BbIBaHUE YCTAMHU, I3BIKOM U
cepaueM Biaabsiku Beex u bora". 11 EHox,
"6aroyrogus I'ocioy, mpecTaBUJICA B CJIaBe,
SIBUJICA JIy4llle CMePTH, boxkuii 661B pab
MCKpeHHenmmu''. bor, Buas 6;1aropojcTBo 1
mpocToTy HpaBa Hos BO BceM cOBepIIIEHHBIMU,
"coziesias ero rJIaBHBIM BOXKAEM
(poztoHauaIbHUKOM) BTOpOTO Mupa". OTerll
BepyIoIUX - ABpaaM, 06pazel] KpOTOCTH U
MIOKOpPHOCTH - Vcaak, mpuMep TepIreHus -
WNakos, nokopHOCTU U Hesiomyapus - Mocud,
MusocepAHbIN Boos, npegannasa Pyds,
My>KeCcTBeHHbIU JlaBuj, npemy/ipbiii COIOMOH,
HecuacTHBIN PoBoaMm, Os1arouectusbiii E3exus,

Nativity Services

Saturday, January 6 - 6 PM Vigil
Cy660T1a, 6 flHB. — 6 u.B. BoeHue

Sunday, January 7 - 9:30 AM, Divine
Liturgy

Bockpecenue 7 AuB. 9:30 u.y.
JNintyprus

Kamuiicsa Manaceus, nmpaBeaHbld Mocus u
MHOTHE JPYTHE BETX03aBETHbIE TPABETHUKU.

Tak OT 0ZTHOTO TpaBeTHUKA K APYTOMY
repeaaBajIoch OJaroyectTre Ha 3eMJIe 70
Xpucra. OT Takux 671ar04eCTUBBIX MPETKOB
npousonuia Ilpecsarasa /lesa Mapus,
JIOCTUTIIIAS BBICOYAMNIIIEH CBATOCTU U
HETIOPOYHOCTH ¥ TTOC/TY>KHUBITIAsI BEJTUKOU
TalfHe CIIaCHUTEJIbHOTO BoroBomiomeHus.

K cBsiTocTu 1 BhICcOKOMY Kpebuto JleBa
Mapus 6pL1a mpetyroToBaHa ee 10 CBoero
POKJIEHUS TIOJIBUTOM ITPABETHOU JKU3HU
MIPEABIAYINNX ITOKOJIEHUH BETX03aBETHHIX
IIpaBETHUKOB, ITPAOTIIEB U OTIIOB, 10O Yepes
HUX TANHCTBEHHO MTPE/IBO3BEIIAIOCH SABJIEHUE
B MUP XPHCTA, CITACAIOIIETO JIIOJIEH,
"B3BIBAIOIA BCS CYIIUSA B MUPE' .

UewMm 6s113K€e CTAHOBUJIOCH BpeMsI
MpUIleCTBUA XPHCTA, TEM CHJIbHEee Oblia Bepa
1 O’KHUJIaHME TTpaBeJHUKOB BeTxoro 3aBera.
Tpu oTpoKa, HAXOAUBIITHUECSA B IIJIAMEHHU,
BepOI0 MOOEKAAI0T OTHEHHYIO CTUXUIO, lyMast
TOJIBKO 0 bore oT10B cBoux. 11 mpopok
Januui, 6yayuu OpoIleH B pOB JIbBUHBIH,
CHJIOIO BEPHI YKPOIIAJ TUKUX 3Bepei. XPHUCTOC
SIBUJICS OJKU/IAHMEM He TOJIbKO H30paHHOTO
Hapoaa boxus, HO u "yasHUEM (Bcex)
SA3BIKOB".




Haxkownern, koraa "ockyze KHS3b OT
(mnemenu) Myzpl, BpeMs HacTa mmpouee (yxe) B
HeXXe IBUTCA A3BIKOB yIIOBaHUe (YasHUe
HapooB) Xpucroc" - "mpopoueckast
IIPOIIOBE/IAHUSA, pEUeHUS U BUJIEHUSA - KOHeI]|
npusiia (Hayaau ocyllecTBaAAThCA)" (portal-
slovo.rw)

+ + + + o+

On this Sunday the Church commemorates
the Holy Forefathers, i.e. the earthly ancestors
of our Lord Jesus Christ, beginning with the
first man, Adam, and on through Seth, Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, King David, and
others. These ancient people, separated from
us by millennia, nevertheless have a direct and
close bearing upon us, contemporary Orthodox
Christians.

What connection is there between them and
us? In general, the Church brings them to our
attention now, right before Christmas, largely
because of their faith -- their belief in the
promise given by God to Adam during his
expulsion from the garden of Eden, that in the
end a Savior will come into the world and will
redeem mankind from original sin.

All the forefathers who lived on earth long
before the birth of Christ lived and burned with
this faith, never allowing it to be extinguished.
They are a shining example to us, who are
living on earth after the incarnation of our
Lord. Those ancient people have never actually
seen Christ: they only knew that He would
come into the world, while we know that He
did come into the world. But they firmly
believed in His coming and their faith was
justified.

We are expected to have even greater faith.
We must believe that the Lord was, and is, and
will be; that He lived on earth as a man; that
through His Church He remains with us
constantly; and that He will again return to
earth to judge mankind. But for such a faith the
Lord Himself promises us eternal bliss.

But apart from faith there is something else
that binds us closely with the ancient
forefathers -- and that is their faithfulness to
the awaited Messiah. They lived surrounded by
a pagan world; a world which did not yet know
Christ, but which had already rejected God. We
too, dear brethren, live in a similar and even
worse situation. For nineteen centuries after

the birth of Christ the world lived with Christ
and the Christian culture, but in the 20th
century an abrupt change took place. We now
live in a post-Christian era, in a world that has
once again become totally immersed in
paganism.

We often hear mention of the arrival of a
"new age." However, there is nothing new in
this "new age" except for its more modern
form. It is the same old rejection of God and
even negation of God, and moreover; a
complete rejection of Christ and profanation of
Christ.

And so, dear brethren, against the
background of this horrifying world, let us
remember not only the faith of the Holy
Forefathers, but also their faithfulness to Christ
the Savior; and as we prepare very soon to
celebrate His Nativity, let us turn away from
the paganism that surrounds us, and let us
witness our total devotion and loyalty to the
One Who said: "Lo, I am with you until the end
of time." (Fr. Rostislav Sheniloff)

A great... mystery of godliness has been accomplished:
God has appeared in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:16). The Son of
God Incarnate appeared on earth in a wretched den and,
instead of a child’s cradle, was laid in a manger. He spent
His entire life on earth, not having a place to lay His head
(Matt. 8:20). And persecuted by the constant malice of the
scribes and Pharisees, He, abandoned even by His
closest disciples, was given up to a shameful death,
being nailed to the cross. He took on the form of a
servant, and being found in the likeness of man: He
humbled Himself, becoming obedient even to the point of
death, even death on the cross (Phil. 2:7,8).

Therefore, the Nativity of Christ is the holiday of Divine
humility, which teaches us all, first of all, humility, as the
main Christian virtue, without which it is impossible to be
saved. And only for those who humbly accept the
teachings of the true Church of Christ and voluntarily take
upon themselves the good yoke of obedience to it,
suppressing and eradicating in every possible way
manifestations of personal pride, this holiday is truly a
day of great joy: the words of jubilation resonate brightly
and joyfully in their hearts. (Archbishop Averky Taushev)



