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The Rich Man and Lazarus

In the parable of the
rich man and
Lazarus, we heard,
beloved brothers and
sisters, that there is
an abyss between
heaven and hell, so
that “those who want
to cross over” cannot
do so, according to
the word of the Lord.
Here, my beloved
children, is our entire choice. We ourselves carry
out the coming judgment of the Lord on
ourselves here on earth - either by creating
heavenly bliss in our souls, or by collecting hot
coals of sins for the torments of hell. Our choice
is made not in words, not in our minds, but in
our hearts.

There is a gap between the mind and the
heart. But here on earth, it is still possible to
overcome this gap, for only on earth is
repentance possible.

This is the choice we have to make within
ourselves, beloved brothers and sisters! This is
the chasm that needs to be eliminated in our
souls! Let us cleanse our hearts so that the
impassable abyss that arose between the rich
man and Lazarus will not arise between us and
the Lord.

How did the fatal abyss arise in the soul of the
rich man? He lost faith. Every day he had fun,
killing in his soul everything that served to
eternal salvation. But death came and separated
his soul from his body. And having lost the false
cover of corruptible earthly pleasures, all the
depravity of his soul was laid bare before the
Lord. The abyss that lay between God and man,
who created for himself such a deplorable state

of mind, was exposed! He could no longer
perceive the action of God’s grace, just as a seed
that has lost its sprout cannot awaken to life.

Poor Lazarus, who was truly in a sad state on
earth, it would seem, could have committed more
sins, because he suffered physically, was
physically ill, was malnourished, and lacked
sleep. But ardent faith, ardent love for his
Creator and Maker burned in him. And what he
endured, he perceived as a feat in the name of
God, in the name of God’s truth. And therefore,
paradise was created in his soul while still on
earth. So when he died, his soul was caught up
by the angels into Abraham's bosom.

My children, while we are still living here on
earth, while God’s long-suffering extends over
us, before it is too late, let us understand the state
of our spirit. Let's make a saving choice not only
with our minds, but also with our hearts! Let us
call the uncomplaining Saint Lazarus as our
heavenly patron, so that through his prayers the
Lord would strengthen us on the path of
salvation, deliver us from eternal torment and
make us worthy of a blessed life in Christ Jesus
our Lord, to whom, together with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, befits honor and worship forever
and ever. Amen. (Met. John Snivech, StPetersurg.
+1995)

St James was the son of St. Joseph the Betrothed, and
needs to be distinguished from James, son of Zebedee
and James, son of Alpheus. His father Joseph is called the
father of Jesus Christ, and thus he is called "the brother of
the Lord in the flesh." He presided over the Apostolic
Council in Jerusalem (Acts 15:13-21) and spent the whole
time of his apostolic service in Jerusalem

St James spoke fearlessly before the assembly of the
Jews about the divinity of Jesus Christ. Then many
believed in Christ, and the scribes and Pharisees spoke
among themselves: Fearing that many will turn away from
the [Jewish] faith to his witness, they furiously threw the
righteous man off the roof, shouting: "even the righteous




has gone astray". Severely injured from falling from that
height, St. James did not suddenly die, but still had the
strength to rise on his knees and to pray for his enemies.
Notwithstanding, the cruel Jews stoned him, and one of
them with a blow to the head ended his life. This
happened in the year 62. The Holy Apostle James wrote a
"Catholic epistle", which is deeply edifying, where he
teaches about the necessity of good works for Christians
without which their faith is dead (Jas. 11:17 and fol.). The
Holy Apostle also composed one of the ancient liturgies.

HeBuaumelii Bpar — oueHb XUTpblil. OH XuTpee
Hac. OH BceBaeT HaM 3Ty MbICIb: Y 1e0s bor B
nyme!” A Ha camoM jene 3to He bor Bomien B
Hally AyIly, a TOJIbKO MbICIb ITpo bora, ¢
KOTOPOH K HaM MPOHMK, HA00OPOT, OKAsSTHHBIH.
Kak BoJik B oBeubell mikype. U nbcTUT Ham.

Ha camoM fiene y Hac B qymie 4ero TOJIBKO He
ObIBaeT: M OCYXXJICHHE, U pa3paxKeHue, 1
MBICJIM YEepHBIE — COBCEM He bor.

Kak oTo Bcero atoro ocBo6oautscs? Kak
060poThCs ¢ BpaxbMH NoMbicnamu? Tombko ¢
bokuei moMo1b1o.

[IpenonoOHBIN AMBpOCHIA, cTapel
OnTHHCKUH, KOTJa K HEMY NIPUXOAWIN
OecoBCKHMe MBICIH, KpecTuiics u roBopui: “He
COU3BOJIAIO”.

Hukakoro BHUMaHMsI HE HYXHO YAETATh UM.
He 3apymbiBathes. Cpasy — oTOpachIiBath.
Monutscs MucycoBoit mosiutBoit: ['ocnonu,
Nucyce Xpucre, Coine boxwuil, moMunyid Mst
rpewmHaro. ¥ oHu OTONAYT.

LlepkoBb YUHUT HAC, YTO ABSBOJ OCOOCHHO
OOUTCSI KPECTHOTO 3HAMEHUS, KPEIIEHCKOH BO/IbI
u Tena u KpoBu XpHUCTOBBIX, KOTOPBIX MBI
IIpUYaIaeMcsl B LIEPKBH.

Bo Bpems boxectBennoii Jlutypruu B
LIEPKBU COBEPIIAETCA IVIABHOE €€ 4y 10,
HENOCTUXKUMOE Jaxe Uit AHrenoB. Cam
I'ocnoap nait ero HaM 1S HaIIETo criaceHus. Bo
BpeMst 001I1ei MOJIUTBBI CBSILIEHHUKOB U
IIPUX05KAaH Ha CIELAJIbHO IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIE B
anrtape xi1e6 1 BUHO cxoaut Jlyx CBATOH, U OHU
CTaHOBSATCA UCTUHHBIMU Tenom u KpoBbio
XpucrosbiMu. 1o Buay, o BKycy oHu
OCTaIOTCsI XJIEOOM M BUHOM, HO Ha CaMOM Jiefie
sto Cam l'ocnozp. Jlronu, koTOpbIE
npuyamiatorces Careix XpucroBux TauH, o

CBOEMY OIIBITY 3HAIOT, YTO OHU IOJIy4arOT
BEJIMKYIO OCBSLIAIONIYIO CHITY, UCLENSIONYIO U
Iyury, ¥ TeJo.

JIJ1s1 TOrO-TO MBI IIPEXKIE BCETO U XOUM B
Xpam, U mpuvaniaeMcs, 4ToObl B HaIllK YCTa, B
Hallle TeJOo, a TOr/1a U B AyIy 1€HCTBUTEIBHO
Bxoza bor.

I'ocnonp ckazan: SAawrit Moro I1noTs, u nusi
Moo KpoBb, Bo MHe npeOsiBaeT, a A3 B HEM.
(1n.6,56).

[Tpenono6usiii Cepadum CapoBckuit
IOyXOBHMK 3emiu Pycckoii, roBopui: -

--KT0 nmpuuamaercs, Ha BCSIKOM MeCTE CIIaceH
OyzmeT. A KTO HE MPUYAIIAETCS — HE MHIO.

Kaxomy kperieHoMy 4enoBeKy He0OX0 MO
peryispHo npucrynars K TauncrBam Mcnoseau
u [Ipnyamenus. Benb MblI ke peryispHoO
MoeMcs — ouuIaeM csoe Teno. He menee
peryisipHO HY»KHO HaM OYMIATh U CBOIO JAYIY.
LlepkoBb Tak 1 Ha3bIBaeTCa: TyXOBHAas OaHs.

K kaxxgomy 13 BepHbIX npuctasneH AHren,
AOCTOWHBIN TOro, 4Tobbl BUAeTh OTua
HebecHoro... YTo ¢ KaxabiM U3 BEPHbIX €CTb
AHren, KOTOpbI Kak BOCNUTaTeNb N NacTbipb
ynpaenseT ero XnsHo, NPOTUB 3TOrO HUKTO He
Oynet cnopuTb, NOMHSA croBa ocnoga: He
npesvpanTe HY O4HOMO N3 ManbIx cux; nbo
roBOpIo BaMm, 4To AHrenbl X Ha Hebecax Bcerga
BnasaT nuue Otua Moero He6ecHoro (Md.
18,10) ... AHren He OTCTYNUT OT BCEX
yBepoBaBLnx B locnoaa, ecnu Tomnbko He
OTrOHMM €ero camu nnoxumu genamu. Kak nyen
OTroHseT AblM 1 ronyben cmpag, Tak un
XpaHUTeNs Hallen XnsHun, AHrena, otganset
NPUCKOPOHbLIN 1 cMepaaLwmn rpex... 'pexu
MOryT CTaTb Npu4mMHON 6eacTBUS: Hac
nepecTtaHeT 3aKkpblBaTb CTEHA, TO €CTb CBATbIE
Cwvnbl, KOTOpblE AenatoT nogen HenobeaumbIMu,
noka npebbiBatoT ¢ Hamu. (Cem. Bacunuti
Benukuti)



