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Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council
Css. Oteu 7-ro BceneH. Cobopa

The Orthodox
Church follows the
rules made at the 7t
Ecumenical council,
which was held in
Nicea in 787 A.D.
Three hundred sixty-
seven Fathers met
there to make
decisions concerning

TREEEESE the use of icons in
worship, following the theology which was set
by St. John of Damascus in 749 A.D. in his
book, “The Fount of Knowledge”. The Fathers
used the third section of the book, “The
Exposition of the Orthodox Faith.”

St. John was a prisoner of the Moslems
when Emperor Leo III ordered the destruction
of sacred images as being offensive to those
following the Moslem faith. Since St. John
was under the protection of a Moslem Arab
ruler, because of the position he had held in
the court of khalif Abdul Malek at Damascus,
he was able to write the defence of icons with
impunity and great effect. St. John starts his
chapter on icons, “...since some find fault with
us for worshipping and honoring the image of
our Savior and that of our Lady, and those,
too, of the rest of the saints and servants of
Christ, let them remember that in the
beginning God created man after His own
image.”

The bishops reasoned that God indeed is
invisible; but in Jesus Christ the invisible God
has become visible. When icon-painting and
icon-veneration in the Church are denied, the
true humanity of Jesus is denied. It is also
then denied that in and through Christ, the
Holy Spirit has been given to men so that they
may become holy, truly fulfilling themselves as
created “in the image and likeness of God.”

The council decided that rejecting the holy
images is rejecting the fact of salvation by God
in Christ and the Holy Spirit.

Although the council met and proclaimed
this teaching in 787, there was still persecution
against those venerating icons for many years.
It was only in 843 that the persecutions
stopped and the veneration of icons was
reaffirmed.

The Seventh was the last Ecumenical
Council to be recognized by the Orthodox
Church. The remembrance of this council and
its work is commemorated in the month of
October.

B VIII cmoaemuu nmneparop Jles
HcaBpuel BO3/IBUT »KeCTOKOE TOHEHHE Ha CB.
HUKOHBI, KOTOPOE ITPOI0JI?KAJIOCH IIPU ChIHE €TO
U BHyKe. B 787 romy mpotus sToi
UKOHOOOPHOU epecH napurieio VpuHo
co3BaH 0bL1 Cenrbmoii Beenenckuit Cobop B T.
Hukee, Ha KOTOPBIN ABUINCH 367 OTIIOB.

Bcestenckue Co60pbI (KOTOPBIX OBLIIO BCETO
CeMb) COOUPAITUCH JIJIS YACHEHUST BOITPOCOB
Bepbl, HEITOHNMaHUe WX HETOYHOE
HICTOJIKOBAaHUE KOTOPBIX BHI3BIBAJIO CMYTHI U
epecu B llepkBu. Takke Ha Cobopax
BbIpa0aTHIBAIMCh ITPABUJIA IEPKOBHOU
»ku3Hu. B konue VIII Beka B llepkBu
0003HauMIaCh HOBAs EPECh —
UKOHOOOpPYeCcTBO. IKOHOOOPIIBI OTPHUIAIHI
MMOYUTaHNE 3eMHOU cBATOCTH Marepu
Bokuei u cBATHIX BOXKUUX yTOTHUKOB U
OOBUWHSLIT MTPABOCJIABHBIX B IIOKJIOHEHUHU
TBAapHOMY CO3/IaHUI0 — UKOHE. Bokpyr
BOIIPOCA O IOYUTAHUU UKOH BO3HUKJIA
okecTroueHHas 60prOa. Ha 3a1ury cBATHIHU
TIO/THSTUCh MHOTHE BEPYIOIINE, HA KOTOPBIX
OOpYIIMUTUCH TSIKKHE TOHEHHUS.

Bce aT0 moTpeboBasIo 1aTh MOJTHOE YIYEHUE
ITepkBu 00 NKOHE, SICHO U YETKO OIIPE/IETUTD




€ro, BOCCTaHaBJINBAas UKOHONIOYHUTAHUE
HapasHe ¢ nountanueMm Cearoro Kpecra u
Cearoro EBanrenus.

Caarele oTiibl VII Beennenckoro Cobopa
coOpaJii IEPKOBHBIH OIBIT TTIOYUTAHUS
CBATBIX UKOH C TIEPBBIX BpEMeH, 000CHOBAA
ero u chOopMyJTUPOBAJIH JIOTMAT 00
WKOHOIIOUUTAHUY Ha BCE BpeMeHa U JIJI BCeX
HAapOJI0B, KOTOPbIE UCIIOBEYIOT
IIpaBociaBHy10 Bepy. CBATBIE OTIIBI
MIPOBO3IJIACWJIN, YTO UKOHOIIOYUTAHUE — 3TO
3akoHo1mo0keHue u [Ipenanue llepksBu, 0HO
HAIIpaBJIAeTCA U BIOXHOBJIAETCA CBATHIM
Hyxowm, xxkuBymum B Llepksu.
N300pa3uTeIbHOCTh UKOH HEPA3JIydHa C
€BaHTeJIbCKUM oBecTBOBaHUeM. U To, 4TO
CJIOBO €BaHTEJIbCKOE COOOIIIaeT HaM uepe3
CJIyX, TO K€ CaMO€e MKOHA IIOKa3bIBAET Yepes
n300parkeHue.

Cenpmoit Cobop yTBEPWII, YTO UKOHOITHCH
ecTb ocobasi popmMa OTKPOBEHUS
BoskecTBeHHOU peasibHOCTHU U Uepes3
borociyxenue u nkony boxxecrseHHOE
OTKPOBEHHE CTAHOBUTCA JOCTOAHUEM
Bepyromux. Yepes UKOHY, Kak U yepes
Ceamennoe [lucanue, Mbl He TOJIBKO y3HAEM O
bore, mbI no3Haem bora; yepe3 UKOHBI CBATBIX
YTOJAHUKOB BOKHUX MBI IpHUKacaemMcs K
IpeoOpasKEHHOMY Y€eJIOBEKY, IPUIACTHUKY
BoskecTBeHHOU KU3HU; Uepe3 UKOHY Mbl
IIOJIy4aeM BCEOCBSAIIAIOIIYIO 61aroaaTh
Cesaroro [lyxa. Kaxxapiii nens CBsaras [lepkoBb
mpocJsasiseT UKoHbl Marepu boxueid,
Mpa3ZiHyeT NaMATh CBATHIX boXunx
YTOJAHUKOB. VIX MKOHBI KJIAZyT Ilepes HaMU Ha
aHaJION [ IIOKJIOHEHUA U *KUBOU
PEeJINTHUO3HBIN OIBIT KAXKOTO U3 HAC, OIIBIT
HAIIIETO ITOCTENEHHOTO TPeo0pakeHts uepes
HUX, JleJlaeT HaC BepHBIMU uaiaMu CBATOMN
IIpaBociaBuoii llepkBu. U aT0 nCTUHHOE
BOIUIOIIIEHUE B MUPE TPYZOB CBATHIX OTIIOB
VII Bcenenckoro Cobopa. IMeHHO mo3TOMY
U3 BCeX 1mobe/ HaJi MHOXKECTBOM
pa3sHOOOpAa3HBIX epecel 0jIHa TOJIbKO mobema
HaJT UKOHOOOPYECTBOM U BOCCTAHOBJIEHHE
MKOHOTIOUMTAHUS ObLIa ITPOBO3TJIANIIEHA
TopxxkectBoM IIpaBociaBus. A Bepa OTLIOB
Cemu Bcenenckux Co60poB ecTh BeUHas U
HelpesiokHas ocHoBa [IpaBociiaBus.

W nipocnasiisgd naMATh CBATHIX OTLOB VII
Bcesnenckoro Cobopa, MbI JO/KHBI TOMHHUTD,
YTO UMEHHO UM MbI 00s13aHbI BO3/1aBaTh

0J1aroIapHOCTH 3a TO, UTO OCBSIIEHBI HAIIH
XpaMBbl U JIOMa CBATHIMH HKOHAMH, 32 TO, UTO
TEIUISTCS TIePe] HUMHU JKUBBIE OTOHBKH
JIaMIIaJI0K, UYTO IIOBEPraeMcsi MbI C TIOKJIOHAMH
1epe/ CBATHIMU MOIIAMH, U (PUMHAM JIaJlaHa
BO3HOCHT cep/iIa Halru K Hebecam. 1
0J1aroIapHOCTh OTKPOBEHUS OT 3TUX CBATHIHD
MHOTHE U MHOTHE Cep/ila HAaIlOJTHIJIA
JII000BBIO K Bory u oyxoTBOpHIIa K KU3HU
y»Ke COBCEM yMePIIUM AyX.

Holy, Holy, Holy

One of the most inspiring hymns in the Divine
Liturgy is: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna
in the highest, Blessed is He Who comes in the
name of the Lord...”

It is called the hymn of victory or of triumph,
and is sung before the consecration of the gifts.

It was Prophet Isaiah who first spoke these
words when he described a vision he had of the
Almighty: “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up; and His train filled the temple.
Above it stood the Seraphim; each one had six
wings; with two he covered his face, and with
two he covered his feet, and with two he did fly.
And one cried out to another and said, “Holy,
Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth
is full of His glory...” (Isaiah 6:1-3).

This hymn speaks of human voices joining
with the heavenly host in the worship of Almighty
God. Isn’t this the main reason why we come to
Church every Lord’s Day? We come to praise
Him Who created us, for we are wondrously
made. We come to praise Him for He saved us;
for did not Christ say, “For the Son of man is
come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
(Luke 19:10). And did He not, in fact, suffer and
die on the Cross for our salvation? We also
come to Church to praise God, for He sanctifies
and blesses us day by day, sending His Spirit to
help make us temples of the Most High. How
then can we fail to join with the chorus of angels
and pray from the depths of our souls: “Holy,
Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth...”?



