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Fathers of the first 1 Ecumenical
Councils
Css. OTew 6-t1 Bcenenckux Codopos

>>Upcoming feast: Church Feast day:<<
MpecTtonbHbIV MpasaHUK
St Seraphim of Sarov / Npn Cepa¢uma Caposckaro

Tuesday, August 1 / BropHuK, 1 Asr
Divine Liturgy, 9 AM / lutyprua 9 u.y

Why is Grand Prince
Vladimir called holy and
Equal-to-the-Apostles? He
converted from  pagan
darkness to the light of
Christ, was baptized
himself, baptized the
Kievans, and sent clergy to
baptize in other cities and
provinces of his realm.

He was the first of all
Russian rulers to become a Christian, and he placed
a beginning to the Christian order of the Russian
state. With him the Russian nation began to be
Orthodox, and Christianity penetrated throughout
the populace and national life.

Raised in paganism, Prince Vladimir had heard
in his early childhood about Christ from his
grandmother Grand Princess Olga. Vladimir was at
first a zealous pagan but when a crowd of Kievans
murdered the holy Varangian Theodore and his son
John, upon whom the lot fell to be offered as a
human sacrifice to Perun in gratitude for victory,
Vladimir understood the contradiction between
moral law and the demands of paganism, and his
sensitive soul perceived its wrongness.

The search for truth and righteousness led him
to Orthodoxy, and having overcome all internal and
external obstacles on the path to these, he received
holy Baptism.

Vladimir became another man after Baptism.
From a cruel man who did not spare even his own
brother, who was killed during an internecine war
with him, he became so soft-hearted that he did not

even want to punish criminals, doing so only in
exceptional cases, in order to put a stop to atrocities.
From a profligate he became chaste, he put away his
numerous former wives, and lived in honorable
marriage with Princess Anna who had been lawfully
wed to him in Christian marriage. From a predatory
conqueror he became a peace-loving ruler. From a
greedy collector of tribute he became indifferent to
earthly treasures, always ready to sacrifice them in
order to acquire immaterial treasure. For his army
he was now not so much a fierce commander who
punished for the slightest disobedience as a wise
leader who understood the souls of his underlings
and appreciated his co-laborers.

Having come to know the truth, St. Vladimir
served it with his whole heart, spreading light
everywhere he could. He was the personification of
Christ’s teaching, an example for emulation in
everything. That is why Orthodoxy so quickly and
deeply penetrated into all aspects of Russian life.
The prince drew everyone to it through his own
Christian labors. That new spirit of integrity, unity
in all areas of life and manifestation of
righteousness in everything St. Vladimir showed in
himself and transmitted to the Russian people. He
was their Enlightener and Baptizer, sovereign and
apostle, leader and teacher, unifier and preserver.

The service to God that St. Vladimir began on
earth continues now at the Throne of the Most High,
before whom he prays for the Russian land, which
he enlightened and illumined; and he shines from
the heights with heavenly light, illuminating
Russian people on the path to Truth and



Righteousness. (St. John (Maximovich) of Shanghai
and San Francisco)
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«llomunatime HacmMasHUKO8 AULUX..., U
83Upas HA KOHYEHY UX JHCUSHU, NOOpaxdicaime epe
ux» (EBp. 13, 7).

[Tpubnuxaercs neHb cB. PaBHOAMOCTOIBLHOTO
BEJINKOTO KHA3s Biagumupa. Pycckue mronu cHOBa
cobepyTcst 4TOOBI MOJTUTBEHHO MOYTUTH ETo
MaMSTh.

JInuHocth cB. Biranumupa, Kak u BCs 310xa
€ro KU3HEHHOTO I10JIBUr'a, UCKIIIOUUTEIILHO BaXKHBI
10 cBOeMy 3HaueHuto B Mcropuu Pycckoro
Hapopna.

OH 1yXOBHBII BOX/b U IPOCBETETUIIb
PYCCKOTO HapoJa, OH IO UIMHHBINA aloCTOJI
pycckoro npasociasus. Ero smoxa — 31o BpeMst
JYXOBHOI'O POXAECHUS PYCCKOIO HapoJa. DTO BpeMs
oOnarogarcTBOBaHus pycckoi aymu «Cuioio
Cabiie» — papamu Casroro Jlyxa; Bpems
IIPUBUTHS BCETO PYCCKOI0 HApoJa K
6narocnosenHoit Jloze — Llepksu IIpaBocnaBHOM,
KaK »KUBOHOCHOMY Teury Hautero ['ocnona Xpucra.
JT0, HAKOHEL, BpeMs, KOT1a PAaBHOAIIOCTOJIbHBII
KH:3b BraauMup He TOJIBKO TyXOBHO BCIaxasl
PYCCKYIO HapOJHYIO AyIly, HO, U OPOCHUB B Hee
onaromatHoe Cems CrioBa boxusi, mpou3Ben moces
JIyXOBHOM YMCTOTBI, CBATOCTH, BEYHOU MPAB/BI.
Musnocepaus ¥ TIOOBH U BCETO «DKE K
0J1ar04eCcTHIO U BEYHOH KUZHU. ..

[a, cB. PaBHOanocronpHblii KH. Biianumup He
TOJIBKO TIOJIOXKUJ Ha4yaJlo, TBepAbIi QpyHIaMeHT Jyist
CasiTolt Pycu, HO OH yKka3au eif u est 3a7auu, a Jyist
BCEH MOYTH THICSYENEeTHEH pabOThI BEIMKOTO
Pycckoro Hapona — es mytu u nenu.

VY nancs-nu Bnaagumupos noces? BoinosHu-
au Pycckuii Hapos BO3710KE€HHYI0 Ha HEro
[IpoBunenuem boxunum 3agauy?

OKuHBTE OETJIBIM B3TJISI0M MTOYTH
TBICSYAJIETHIOIO HCTOPUIO JyXOBHOTO U
rOCYAAapCTBEHHO-TIOJIUTUYECKOTO PA3BUTHS
PYCCKOTO HapoJa, ¥ OTBET OY/ET SICEH.

Bepa Xpucrosa BeiBena Pycckuit Hapon u3
ri1yOOKOM ThMBI si3pIYecTBa. Bepa Xpucrosa
BOCIIMTAJIA B PYCCKOM JyllIe Ty 1yXOBHYIO CUILY,
CO3/JaJ1a TOT AYXOBHBIN LIEMEHT, KOTOPBIM
MHOT'OUYHCIICHHBIS BETBU BEJIIMKOT'O PYCCKOIO
nepeBa ObLIH CIIasHbI B €IMHBIA MOIIHBIN TyXOBHO-
MOJMTUYECKUH opraHusMm, Tejao — Pyck CBsTyio,
Jowm IlpecBsitoit boropoauiipsl.

Toubko Bepa Xpucrosa criacasia u cracia
JYXOBHOE U HALMOHAJIBHOE €AUHCTBO Pycckoro
Hapopa B mepuo 1 KHSHDKECKUX MEXKI0YCOOH.
Toisbko Bepa XpucToBa XpaHWUIIa U COXpaHUIA
PYCCKYIO TyITy, PYCCKUIA OBIT, 3apOIUBIITYIOCS
PYCCKYIO KYJIbTYPY, KaK B TCUEHHUH TSKEIIOTO U
JIOJITOJIETHSTO TATAPCKOI'0 Ura, BO JHU PYCCKOMN
CMYTBI-JIUXO0JIEThsI, TAK U BO BPEMSI BETUYANIIINX
rOCyJIapCTBEHHBIX, OBITOBBIX MOTPSCCHUN U
He3roa Pycckoro Hapona.

beiTh BOo Xpucre, xxuth no boxuei soie,
ciyxuth boxwueit [IpaBne, TakoBa riryOouaiimas,
HEUCKOPEHUMas kax1a Benuroro, /lyxom CATbIM
OTMEYEHHOI'0 PyCCKOTO cepAala. B TalHukKax ayu,
B He/Ipax cep/la v Obljia BHIHOIICHA, BRICTPAAaHA U
coszpena uzaes «Cesaroit Pycu». 91o 3HauuT:
pycckas aepxasa, Pycckoe L{apcTBo €CTh 1 10KHO
obITh Pychio CsTo# nipaBociaBHOM, JloMom
[IpecBsitoit boropoaunel. Ero 3amaua u nens —
ciyxenue bory u yenoseky Ha npasnue boxuei, B
nyxe XpUCTOBOM UCTUHBI U JIIOOBH.

Kpenko nomHuu, uro Pycws Casras
[IpaBocnaBuas — [owm IIpecBsaToit boropoauubsr —
9TO HE MEYTa, HE OTBJICUYCHHAs TOJIBKO UEs, 3TO —
UCTOpHYECKasi ObLIb, 3TO HAIlle POJIHOE HEeJlaBHEe
CJIABHOE IPOLLIOE, BEICTPAJaHHOE HAPOJIOM U
B3JICJIEIHHOE CHJION XPUCTOBOM BEphI HA IT0YBE
PYCCKOTO IIPaBOCIaBUsl, PyCCKOI0 HApOJHOTO
6marodecTusi. IT0 GJIaroCIOBEHHBIE MJIOBI TOH
JParol€HHOM €BaHTE€JIbCKOW KEMUYKUHBI, KOTOPYIO
Pycckuit Hapoa, o6peB, momro0ui, XpaHui 1
XPaHHUT JI0 CUX IIOP, XPAHUT €€, KaK 3€HUILYy CBOETO
OKa.

3HauMT, CB. PAaBHOIMAOCTOILHEIN KH.
BiraguMup He TOJIBKO Hallle 3Hamsl, HO U UCIIBITAaHUE
HaIllel TOTOBHOCTH, HAIlIel CIOCOOHOCTH OOPOTHCH,
CTpajaTh U yMEPETh 3a TO, YTO cocTaBisieT «CBsToe
CBATBIX» PYCCKOM IYILH, PyCCKOTO cepAala:
6opoTthes 3a [Ipasny boxuto, 3a Pycs CsiTyio
[IpaBocnasHnyto, 3a [lom IIpecBsitoit boropoauniibl,
3a MOJUIMHHO XPUCTUAHCKYIO KYJIbTYpY, 3a
MOJUTMHHOE OpaTCTBO JIIOJIEH, 3a TIOJTUHHO-
XPUCTUSHCKYIO CBOOO/TY, COIIMATIbHYIO MPaBIY U
CIIPABEINBOCTb. (npomonpeceumep Bacunuil
bowanosckuii (+19612.))



