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St Anthony of the Kiev Caves
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Upcoming feast: Church Feast day:
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HOMILY ON THE FEAST OF THE
KAZAN ICON OF THE MOTHER OF
GOD

e —

Come O ye people, to
the gentle, kind harbor
and protection of the
Virgin. Let us hasten to
prayer and be diligent
in repentance; and the
inexhaustible mercy of
the Most Pure Mother
of God will come to
our aid and she will

deliver her upright and God-fearing servants
from all afflictions.

St. Dimitry of Rostov speaks in his homily on this
feast of godly and God-fearing Christians: “Be
terrified, O ungodly man who does not fear God.”
You’ll hear in this homily how the Mother of God
only helps the godly and God-fearing, and delivers
them from great aftlictions and evil, while she does
not deign to help the depraved who eject fear of
God from their hearts. And think about it—what is
so surprising about that?! Would a mother really aid
people who have declared themselves the enemies
of her Son? No, she would sooner be angry with
them who crucify her Son again by their sins and
mock Him with unlawful words. For even now
every man who is a Christian in name only but
passes his unclean life in sinful defilements, as if
wallowing in the mire and never thinking about

repentance, crucifies the Son of God in himself a
second time, and mocks Him in his bodily
members, which were purchased by the Blood of
Christ, when he takes his body that Christ created
and makes it the body of a fornicator. Can such a
person be dear to the Most Pure Mother of God? In
fact, what mother could love her son’s murderer?
What do you, O sinful man of hardened heart, what
do you hope to receive from the Mother of God,
whom you who grieve day and night by your sinful
(unlawful) deeds, who dishonor your body and only
wear the name of Christian, but by your deeds are
worse than a pagan!..

The Mother of God has mercy for sinners, too.
But which ones? Those who though sometimes fall
and sin out of human weakness but then
immediately rise from sin, repent, and run to God
with tears and fervent prayer. The Mother of God
helps sinners, but which sinners? Those who try to
correct their lives, and, turning away from evil,
begin to do good works. The Mother of God
delivers not only the righteous from great troubles
and evil, but also sinners—but which sinners?
Those who return to the Heavenly Father like the
prodigal son, who sigh, beat their chests like the
publican, weep at Christ’s feet like the harlot, wash
His feet with tears, and bring their confession to
Him as the thief did on the cross. The Most Pure
Mother of God looks down from on high upon such
sinners and hastens to their aid, and delivers them
from great evils and catastrophes. But the
unrepentant—she does not protect. Amen.
(Metropolitan Tryphon (Turkestanov) October 22, 1931)



3acmynHtuue ycepoHas... 3a 8cex moauwu
Cuvina Teoezo, Xpucma boza Hawezo, u 6cem
meopuwu cnacmucs, 8 depxcasHbslil Teoil
noxpos npubezarowium. (Tponapwv KaszaHckotl
Booxcueit Mamepu).

Bce 111 BBI, BO3/TI001I€HHBIE OpaTHsi, BCeria
ycepaHo moaurech boromartepu? Eciu KTo
HUOYZb U3 HAC He MoJuTCs EH, Miiu MOJTUTCSA
He OT BCETro cepAlia, TeX YMOJISAIO C HIHEIITHETO
JKe JTHA HavaTh MoauThes Eif co Bcem
ycepaueM, 160 Biasipl-uniia ecTb ckopas
3acTynHUIA /118 BCEX XPUCTUAH,
mpuberamnux ¢ Bepoio Kk Eg mokposy u
IIpeJICTa-TeJIbCTBY, — HUKOro OHa He
qyKJaeT-cs, UM KeM He mpeHeOperaeT; YTo-0bl
crioio0uThes Es 3acTymuieHus, Hy->KHBI TOJIBKO
Bepa TBepAasd B CUiy MOJIUTBBL Eda. I'pexu nian
CTPaCTU My4aloT Tebs, NIU MPU-BBIUKU
HeZ0OpbIe BIafieloT ToO0I0 — mpuberai k
6s1a-rocepaHeiimeit Matepu Bcex — [apuie
Boropoautie; mosnuchk Eif Tak:
BcebOstaromorHas, ['ocrioxke boropoau-e, BOT
MHOIO BJIAZIEIOT TaKUs U TaKUs CTPACTH U

rpexu, Tol BcA moskemu, TBOA MOJIATBA
BcecusibHa y ChiHa TBoero u bora, mokpowu,
3aCTyIX MeHA OT MeHsA caMOr0, OT MOUX
TPEXOBHBIX CTPACTEN W MPUBBI-UEK; — BCEM
cepAleM eJato cebs UCIIpaBIeHNs U
cIIaceHusl, — HO 0e3 BBIIIHEH MOMOIIH, 0e3
3aCTyTJIe-HUSA CBbIIIIe HUUETO HEe MOTY C/leJ1aTh:
c/ieJialo I1ar BIIEPE/T, Ja IOTOM IIeJIbIX JeCATh
Ha3a/l OTCTYILIIO, TAK ¥ OTTAJIKUBAET MEHS OT
l'ocrioga cuna Bpakusa. OKasiHeH 51, OeZleH 1
HUIII U CJIeTl U HaT J[yX0-BHO; IOMOTH MHe
OKassHHOMY U O0€THOMY U CJIEIIOMY,- BCEIO
nytiero Mmostio Te6s1. Bepyio, uTo ThI cbIIIUIIb
KaK/IbIN B3/I0X MOETO Cep/Ira, KaX/i0e CI0BO,
OT Cep/I-11a BBIXO/IsAIIee U MUJIOCTUBO
3aCTyIIaellb BCEX, KTO UIIET ycepAaHo TBoel
IIOMOIITY U KOTO HEe B KOHEI[ 000JICTHIIA JIECTD
rpexoBHas. 3aCTYIIH JKe, CIIaCH I TOMUJTYyH
MeHs rpenrHoro. Tak 6yaeM MOJTUThCSA
npemusiocepion [lapurie boropoauiie — u
HepeMeHHO crioyiobumcest Es mokposa u
3acryiuieHusa. AMuHb. (IloyueHue c8simozo
npasedHo20 HoanHa KpoHwmaomckoz2o uyo.

(+1908¢2.) 8 denv «Kasanckoil» uxoHwvl Boscueil
Mamepu)



