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In the 5th century, the
icon of the Mother of
God of Tikhvin was
transferred from
Jerusalem to
Constantinople, where
the Church of
Blachernae was built for
it. In 1383, 70 years
before the capture of Constantinople by the Turks, the
icon disappeared from the temple and appeared over
the waters of Lake Ladoga. Carried from place to
place, she stopped near the city of Tikhvin. A wooden
church in honor of the Assumption of the Most Holy
Theotokos was built on the site of the appearance of
the icon. Through the efforts of Grand Duke Vasily
Ivanovich (1505-1533), a stone church was erected
instead of a wooden one. In 1560, by order of Tsar
Ivan the Terrible, a monastery was built at the temple,
surrounded by a stone wall. In 1613-1614, the
Swedish troops, having captured Novgorod,
repeatedly tried to destroy the monastery, but the
monastery was saved by the intercession of the
Mother of God. So, once, in view of the approach of
the Swedish army, the monks decided to flee from the
monastery, taking the miraculous icon, but could not
move it. This miracle stopped the faint-hearted, and
they remained in the monastery, trusting in the
patronage of the Mother of God. Insignificant in
number, the defenders of the monastery successfully
repulsed the attacks of the enemy forces that were
much superior to them. The advancing Swedes
imagined either a large Russian army coming from
Moscow, or some kind of heavenly army, and fled. In
the twentieth century, during the years of hard times
and cruel persecution of the Church of God, the
monastery was closed. In 1944, the future Archbishop
of Chicago and Minneapolis John (Garklavs) and the
layman Sergius (later his adopted son), saving the
miraculous Tikhvin Icon, took it to Europe and then to

the USA. Before his death in 1982, Archbishop John
bequeathed to his adopted son, Archpriest Sergei
Garklavs, to take care of the Tikhvin Icon of the
Mother of God and return it to Russia when the
attitude of the secular authorities towards the Church
changes and the Tikhvin Monastery was restored. The
solemn return of the icon took place in 2004: on July
8, 2004, after a 60-year absence, the icon was returned
to the Tikhvin Dormition Monastery.

Tuxeunckas uxkona bosrwcueii Mamepu, B V Beke
Obu1a iepeHecena u3 Mepycanuma B Koncran-
TUHOIIOJIb, T/I€ JJIsl Hee ObLIa HOCTPOeHA
BrnaxepHckas nepkoss. B 1383 roay, 3a 70 net no
B3sTUs KOHCTaHTHHONOJIS TypKaMH, HKOHA UCYE3JIa
U3 XpaMa U siBujach HaJ Bojgamu Jlagoskckoro
o3epa. IlepeHocumas ¢ Mecta Ha MeCTO, OHA
OCTaHOBWJIACh Helaneko ot ropoga Tuxsuna. Ha
MeCTe SIBJICHUS MKOHBI OblJIa IIOCTPOEHA
JIEpEBSIHHAA LIEPKOBb B 4ecTh Y crieHus [IpecBsaron
Bboropoaunel. CrapaHusiMi BETUKOTO KHS35
Bacunus MBanoBuua (1505—-1533) B3amen
JIepeBSIHHOM ObLTa BO3BE/IeHAa KaMeHHas IIepKoBb. B
1560 roxy no npukasy napsa Msana ['po3noro npu
Xpame ObUT MOCTPOEH MOHACTHIPh, 0OHECEHHBIH
KAMEHHOM CTCHOM.

B 1613-1614 rogax mBeacKHUe BOMCKa,
3axBaTUB HOBropo/, HEOJHOKPATHO NBITAIKCH
pa3pymuTh 00UTENb, HO 0OUTEINH OblIIa CrIaceHa
3actynHuuyecTBoM boxueit Marepu. Tak, o qHax 1bl,
BBH/Ty IPUOJIMKEHUS IIBEJCKOTO BOMCKA, MHOKU
pemm 6exaTh U3 MOHACTBIPSI, B35IB UyZOTBOPHYIO
UKOHY, HO HE CMOTJIM €€ CABUHYTb. JTO UyJ0
OCTAHOBUWJIO MAJIOJYIIHBIX, U OHH OCTAJIUCH B
MOHACTBIPE, YIIOBasi Ha IOKPOBUTENILCTBO bokuen
Marepu. He3HaunuTenpHble 110 YUCICHHOCTH
3aLUTHUKHA MOHACTBIPS YCIIEITHO OTpaXkaJlk aTaku
3HAYUTENIBHO MPEBOCXOANBIINX UX CHII
npoTuBHUKA. Hactymaromue mBeas BOOOpa3uiu To



71 60JIBIIIOE BOKWCKO PYCCKUX, UAYIIEE U3 MOCKBBHI,
TO JI KaKoe-TO HeOEeCHOEe BONHCKO, M OOpaTHIINCH B
Oerctao.

B XX Beke, B roJipl JIUXOJIEThS U )KECTOKUX
ronenuii Ha LlepkoBb Boxk1i0, MOHACTBIPb OBLI
3akpbIT. B 1944 rony Oynymuii apxuenuckor
Uukarckuit 1 Munneanoymcckuit Hoann
(I'apxnasc) u mupstHuH Cepruii (BIOCIIECTBUH €T0
IIPUEMHBIN CBIH), cllacasi 4y0TBOPHYIO
TUXBUHCKYIO HKOHY, yBe31u ee B EBpomny, a 3atem
B CHIA. Ilepen cmeptbio B 1982 rogy apxuenuckon
NoanH 3aBemian cBOEMY IPUEMHOMY CBIHY,
npotouepeto Cepruto I'apkiiaBcy, 6epeds
TuxBuHCcKyr0 uKkOHY boxkueir Marepu u BEpHYTh ee
B Poccuto, Kkorja OTHOIIEHUE CBETCKUX BJIACTEN K
epkBu nzmenurcs, a Tuxsunckas MoHacTbIpb
ObLT BOCCTAHOBJICH.

TopkecTBEHHOE BO3BPALLEHUE UKOHBI
coctosutock B 2004 roxy: 8 utons 2004 roga, nmocnie
60-J1eTHEr0 OTCYTCTBHSI, UKOHA BEPHYJIACh B
TUXBUHCKHM Y CIIEHCKUA MOHACTHIPb.

Peub cBsaTuTens TuxoHa (benasuHa), natpuapxa
Mockosckoro u Becest Poccuu, ucnosepnuka (+1925r.) npu
BCTYnneHun B CUTXUHCKUI CoBop B AeHb CBATLIX
anoctonos Netpa n MaBna

He 6e3 BONHeHUs AyLLEBHOMO BCTyNato 51 BNepBble B Celt
CBATBIN XpaM W JyMalo, 4TO BOMHEHWE 3TO MOHATHO W BaMm,
Bpatue. Ho, no cnosy Mpemyaporo, Bcemy CBOe BpeMS, 1
BpeMmsi BCsiKOM Bewm nog Hebom (Exknes. 3, 1) ... MNpasga, u
[OHbIHE 3[eCb HaXOAMTCA CPEAOTOuMe rPaKIAHCKOro
yrpaBneHus Kpaem, Ho cama npaBsLLas BNacTb yxe He
pycckas, kak npexae, a amepukaHckas. A uto xe LlepkoBb
lpaBocnaBHas, — OCTAHETCS I 1 YCTOUT M OHa 34EChb NpK
nepemeHax u pasHblx TEYEHUsX?

Cypabbbl Mupa, LapcTB 1 HapogoB B pykax boxuux. OH,
Bcenepxutenb, BO3BOAWUT U HU3BOAWT, ...

Bbl cribiwanu B EBaHrenuu, uto Liepkosb XpucTosa
NOCTPOEHa 1 YTBEPXKAEHA Ha HEABKMMOM KaMEHN
ncnoeegaHns Bepbl B Xpucta CoiHa boxus (Mcp. 16, 18). UB
4bMX CepALax Kpenko X1BET Bepa XpUCTOBa, Tam, XOTs Obl 1
Bbinm HebnaronpuATHbIA 06CTOATENLCTBA M Pa3Hbls 6eabl;
ofHako, TBepao ctouT LiepkoBb Xpuctosa. [NepeHecemes nu
MbICTIWIO K NEpBbIM BeKam XpUCTUAHCTBA, U BCNOMHWM
BpemeHa brkaniums K Ham, kak CTo et TOMy Hasag
Hacaxganacb XpuUCTUaHCKas Bepa B npegenax avkoin Ansicku,
Mbl BCIOZY YBWAWM, YTO y ntogei, 6eaHbIX MMYLLECTBEHHO, HO
BoraTbIx Bepoto, NboBMIO 1 TEpreHeM, pocna, kpenna u
boratena v LiepkoBb XpucTosa.

MamsaTys aTo, 1 Bbl, BpaTtne, coanganTte B CBOMX cepaLax
NPOYHOE OCHOBaHWe N5 Bepbl XpUCTOBOM, ByabTe KaMHAMM
TBEpObIMU 1 XuBbIMM (1 [Temp. 2, 5). Bkycuelun B
MpaBocnasHoi Liepkeu 6naroro rmarona boxusi 1 NposiBMBLUM

B Hem TpyZ nobBu, OkasbiBalTe, MO CnoBy ANoOCTona, Taky
peBHOCTb A0 koHua (Esp. 6, 5. 10-11).

Temxe y60, 6patne, bogpcTsyiiTe, OyabTe BHUMATENbHDI
K IBHbIM W TallHbIM HaNaAeHUAM Ha Bepy Ballly, MyXanTech
NpOTMB BParoB BaLLWX, CTONTE B BEPE NPaBOCNaBHON,
KOTOPYHO Bbl MPUHANM OT OTLIOB BaLLKX, KaK CBALLEHHOE 1
Apaxanilee Hacneaue, CBSITO XpaHuTe ee v GnoguTe naye
3€HULbI OKa, W YTBEPXANTECH B HEW OT CUMbl B cury. U
TOrAa, TOraa, alle 1 oronYnTCs Ha Bac Bpar, He ybountecs,
HWXe CMyLLanTeCh: TBEPAO DyaeT CTOATb Y BaC OCHOBaHWE
Boxue — ceatas Lepkosb lMpaBocnasHas, 1 BpaTa afjosa, no
cnosy Cnacutens, He ogonetot es! (Mcp. 16, 18). (29 utoHsi
1899 200a. Cumxa, Anscka.)

Sermon of St. Tikhon (Belavin), Patriarch of Moscow and
All Russia, Confessor (+1925) upon entering the Sitka
Cathedral on the day of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul

It is not without emotion of soul that | enter this holy temple for
the first time, and | think that this emotion is understandable to
you, brethren. But, according to the words of the Wise One,
there is a time for everything, and a time for every thing under
heaven (Ecclesias 3,1) ... True, the center of civil
administration of the region is still here, but the ruling power
itself is no longer Russian, as before, but American. But what
about the Orthodox Church—uwill she remain and stand here in
the face of changes and different currents? The fate of the
world, kingdoms and peoples, is in the hands of God. He, the
Almighty, raises up and brings down, ... You have heard in the
Gospel that the Church of Christ is built and established on the
immovable stone of the confession of faith in Christ the Son of
God (Matthew 16:18). And in whose hearts the faith of Christ
lives firmly, there, even if there were unfavorable
circumstances and various misfortunes; however, the Church
of Christ stands firm. Whether we transfer our thoughts to the
first centuries of Christianity, or remember the times closest to
us, how a hundred years ago the Christian faith was planted
within the wilds of Alaska, we will see everywhere that among
people poor in property, but rich in faith, love and patience, the
Church of Christ grew rich. Keeping this in mind, brethren,
build in your hearts a solid foundation for the faith of Christ, be
strong and living stones (1 Peter 2:5). Having tasted the good
word of God in the Orthodox Church and having manifested in
it the labor of love, show, according to the word of the Apostle,
such zeal to the end (Heb. 6:5:10-11). Therefore, brethren, be
vigilant, be attentive to open and secret attacks on your faith,
be of good courage against your enemies, stand in the
Orthodox faith, which you received from your fathers as a
sacred and dearest heritage, keep it holy and watch over more
than the apple of your eye, and be established in it from
strength to strength. And then, then, if the enemy takes up
arms against you, do not be afraid, be embarrassed below: the
foundation of God, the Holy Orthodox Church, will stand firmly
with you, and the gates of hell, according to the word of the
Savior, will not prevail against it! (Matthew 16:18).

(June 29, 1899. Sitka, Alaska.)



