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Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council
Css. OtueB 1-ro Bcenenckaro Cobopa

Next Sunday: Pentecost / ITanmudecamHuua
Divine Liturgy followed by Kneeling Vespers

The Fathers of the 15t Ecumenical
Council

This feast is celebrated the first Sunday
after Christ’s Ascension in order to add to the
already large number of Fathers who preached
that Christ Who ascended in the flesh is both
perfect God and perfect Man in the flesh.

The Council took place during the 20th
year of the reign of St Constantine the Great (in
the year 325AD). During this time also, Arius
who was originally from Libya but came to
Alexandria and was ordained to the diaconate,
began to blaspheme against the Son of God,
saying that He is a creature, born out of
nonexistence, and distant from the honor of
the Godhead.

Arius deceptively renounced his heresy
to the church authorities, but was discovered to
continue preaching it. Archbishop Alexander
summoned a council which deposed Arius in
321 AD. However, Arius turned against
Alexander with his heresy and caused much
turmoil for the Church. It was then that
Constantine used state means of transport and
in 325 AD gathered the Fathers from all parts
of the world to Nicaea to settle the question.
The Fathers confessed that the Word of God is
of the same essence and honor with the Father,
and co-unoriginate with the Father and
formally condemned Arius’ teaching.

At this council the Fathers also
formulated the Creed as far as the article “And
I believe in the Holy Spirit...” The rest of the
creed was completed at the 2rd Ecumenical
Council.

+ + +

IHamamw Ilepsozo Bceaenckozo Cooopa
npasaHyercs [lepkoBbio XpUCTOBOM ¢

npeBHelmux BpeMeH. ['ocioss Mucyc Xpucroc
octaBu1 llepkBu Besnikoe 06eToBaHUE:
"Cosnam llepkoBb Moro, 1 Bparta ajia He
onouieroT Ee" (M. 16, 18). B aToM pasocTHOM
00eTOBaHUM HAXOJUTCS IPOPOUECKOe
yKa3zaHUe, UTOo, XOT KU3Hb 1lepkBu
XpucToBoit Ha 3eMiie OyZieT IPOXOAUTD B
TPY/IHOU O60pBOe ¢ Bparom cnaceHusd, mobesa
Ha Ee ctopone.

C IV Beka npekparuinch
IIpecjieJIOBaHUA XPUCTUAH, HO BHYTPU caMOM
ITepxBU BO3HUKJIU epecH, Ha O0PBOY C
koTtopbIMU LlepkoBb co3biBasia BeeneHckue
Cob6ops1. OxHOM 13 onacHEUITHUX epeceil ObLIIO
apUaHCTBO. ApUi, aJIeKCaHAPUUCKUI
IIpEeCBUTED, ObLIT YeJI0BEKOM Oe3MepHOM
rop/ibIHU U yectosobusa. OH, oTBepras
boxectBennoe nocronHcerBo Mucyca Xpucra u
Ero paBenctBo ¢ borom OTiioM, JI0KHO YUUII,
yto CeiH boxkuii He EnmHocyen OTiry, a
cotBopeH OT1ioM BO BpeMeHU. [lomecTHBIHM
Cobop, CO3BaHHBIH 110 HACTOSTHHUIO
Anekcanapuiickoro [laTpuapxa Anekcanpa,
OCyWJI JKeyueHre Apus, HO TOT He
MIOKOPUJICA U, HAIMCAaB MHOTUM €MHCKOIIaM
IIChbMa C 3KaJI0001 Ha OIpe/ieIeHre
ITomectHOTO COOOpA, pacpoCTpaHUI CBOE
JKeyueHUe 1o BeceMy BocToky, 100 mosryami
MO/IEPIKKY B CBOEM 3a0JIyKI€HUU OT
HEKOTOPBIX BOCTOUHBIX €MICKONOB. [1o
IpUIJIalleHuIo cBAToro KoHcTaHTHHA B TOPO/
Huketo B 325 roay cobpainch 318 emuCcKOIOoB -
mpeJicTaBuTesel xpuctuaHckux llepkseit us
Pa3HBIX CTPAH.

PaBHOamocToIbHBIN TMIIEPATOD
KoHcTaHTHH NPUCYTCTBOBAJ HA 3aCETaHUAX
Cobopa. B cBoeii peun, Ipou3HECEHHOU B
OTBeT Ha IPUBETCTBUE enuckona EBceBus
Kecapuiickoro, oH ckazai: "bor momor MHe




HU3BEPTHYTH HEYECTUBYIO BJIACTh TOHUTEJIEH,
HO HeCPAaBHEHHO IMPUCKOPOHEee /1A MeHsT
BCAKOU BONHBI, BCAKOU KPOBOIIPOJIUTHOM
OUTBBI U HECPABHEHHO NaryOHee BHYTPEHHAA
Mesk/10ycoOHas Opanb B LlepkBu boxkueit".

Apuii, UMest CBOUMU CTOPOHHUKAMU 17
eI CKOIIOB, IEPKAJICS TOP0, HO €Tr0 yUeHHe
OBLIIO OIIPOBEPTHYTO U OH OT/IiyueH CoOopoM OT
epxBu. B Huketickom CHMBOJIE CBSITHIE OTIIHI
chopMyIUpOBaJIA AIIOCTOJIBCKOE YUEeHHUE O
boxkecrBennoM gocrounHcTBe Broporo Jluma
ITpecsaroii Tpourrs! - 'octiona Uucyca Xpucra.
Epecw Apus, kak 3a0yK/IeHre TOPAOTO
pasyma, 6pL1a obsimueHa u otBepruyra. [locie
pellleHNs IJIaBHOTO IOTMaTHUYeCKOro BOIlpoca
Co6op yCcTaHOBUJI TaK3Ke JBAAIIATh KAHOHOB
(IIpaBmJI) 11O BOIIPOCAM I[€PKOBHOTO
yIpaBJIeHUs U JUCITUTIIINHBL.

In the Old Testament,
Elijah was caught up
into heaven. He was
taken to the innermost
region, where he must
dwell in bodily and
spiritual rest until, at the
end of the world, he
appears again on earth
to pay the debt of death,
because God, according
to His wise destinies,
only delayed the time of death for him, but did
not got rid of it completely. The Savior
conquered death and destroyed it with His
glorious Resurrection, and in Ascension
revealed the glory of His Resurrection. Here it
should also be noted that Elijah ascended to
heaven in a chariot to prove that he, as a man,
could not be without external help. This help
was provided to him by the Angels when he
ascended to heaven, for he himself could not
ascend... But the Savior did not need a chariot,
the Angels were not needed, for the Creator
ascended to heaven by His Divine power. He
returned to where he came from; He ascended
to where he had abode from time immemorial,
for although He ascended in humanity, He
possessed both heaven and earth in His
Divinity. (St. Gregory the Dialogist)

INucanue 2o08o0pum o mom, uto Xpucroc
BOIIIEJT Ha Hebeca «IpeaTeyero 3a Hac» (Esp. 6:

20) 1 uto OH ctas1 HamuM XojaraeMm (em.: 1 Un.
2:1; Pum. 8: 34; E8p. 7: 25, 8: 6, 9: 15, 12: 24).
Xpucroc B3olies1 Ha Hebeca pagu HAC, YTOObI
IIPOJIOKUTH HaM IIyTh. Kak u Bce CBou nedanus,
Xpucroc coBepllaeT 3TO «HAC Paji, YeJIOBeK, U
HaIlleTo Pa/iu CIACEHU».

[Touemy xonaraticrBo ['ociosia Mucyca
HeoOxoimMo? MbI He MOKeM BOUTH Ha Hebeca,
SIBUTBCSA IIPeJ JINI0 BcecBATOro bora, motomy
4TO0 MbI — rpeltHuku. [Ipopok Ucansa —
HPABCTBEHHBIU U 0JIar0OUeCTUBbBIN UeJI0OBEK —
HCIIBITBIBAET Y2KAC U IVIyODOKO€E COKpYIIIEHNUE,
KOT7/]a OH OKa3bIBaeTcs mepesi borom..

MpbI HE MOKEM UCKYIIUTDH HAIIIM TPEXU — HO OHU
HcKyIuieHbl Ero sxepTBOii. Mbl, Oe/iHbIE
TPEITHUKY, HE MOKeM OBITh IPUHATHI HA
Hebecax pajy Halllel MpaBeHOCTH — HO «MBbI
umeeM xogarada npen Otuem, Uucyca Xpucra,
mpaBefHUKa» (1 Hn. 2: 1). JIIoAM 9acTo MpoCAT
0 MUJIOCTU «paau XpUcCTa» — U MUJIOCTh y bora
0’KHUJIAeT HAC TOKe «pasy XpUcrar.

MpbI cTaHOBUMCSA IPUYACTHBI 3TUM 0J1aram,
pebbIBast B COI03€ CO XPUCTOM, «BO XPHUCTE»,
Kak roBoput IlucaHue, yepe3 UCTUHHYIO BEPY
— KoTopas npossifaercd B Kpelenuu,
EBxapucruu u xpaHeHuH 3anoBezieil. Torga —
€CJIM Mbl XpaHUM Hallle eAUHCTBO ¢ 1]epKoBbIO
XpucroBoit — XpucToc Takke 1 Hai XoJiaTtawu,
¥ MBI TOXKe IpeObIBaeM B 100poi Hajiexke
BoUTHU Ha Hebeca paau Ero mpaBemgnocTu. Kak
roBopurt cBsaTou Moauu 3iatoyct: «IloTomy,
ecu Jlyx xo/iaTaliCTByeT BO3/IbIXaHUAMU
HEU3IJIaTOJIAHHBIMU, eCJI XPUCTOC YMep U
XoZlaTalicTByeT 3a Hac, ecyiu OTel| He TOIIAANIT
paau Tebs CpeiHa CBOEro, n36paJt Teds u
OTIpaB/aJ, TO Yero Thl OOUIIBCS, YETO
Tpenelielb, H0JIb3ysCh TAaKOIO JII0OOBBIO U
TaKUM [OIIeYEeHUEM? »

[Toaromy, npa3auysa Bo3necenue
T'ocnosiHe, MBI Ipa3AHyeM HAIILy TBEP/IYIO
HAJIe>K/y, YTO U MbI Oy/ieM IPUHATHI HA
HeOecax. Kak roBoput cBsiToit anocros [laBesn:
«Tot, Kotopsrit Ceraa CBOETO He MOIIaAnI, HO
npeniat Ero 3a Becex Hac, kak ¢ HuMm He gapyer
HaM u Bcero? Kto Oy/ier 00BUHATH N30paHHBIX
Boxxuux? Bor onpasawiBaet [ux]. Kto
ocyxaaet? Xpucroc Hucyc ymep, HO 1
Bockpec: OH u ofiecHy10 bora, OH u
XOJIaTalCTBYET 3a HAc» (Pum. 8: 32—34).



