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Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
O CamapsiHbIHe

"I was found by those who did not ask for Me;
| was sought by those who did not seek Me"
(Isa. 65:1).

The conversation of our
Lord Jesus Christ with
the Samaritan woman,
recounted in the fourth
chapter of the Gospel
of John, serves as the
most vivid confirmation
of the truth of these
Divine words.

The Lord Jesus Christ
was resting by Jacob’s
Well, near the
Samaritan city of
Sychar, while traveling
a long journey from
Jerusalem to Galilee. A Samaritan woman
approached the well with a water jar to draw
water. The Lord asked her to give Him a drink.

The Samaritan woman was astonished by this
request, for she recognized in the One asking for
water a member of the Jewish people—who have
no dealings with the Samaritans—and she asked:
"How is it that you, being a Jew, ask a drink from
me, a Samaritan woman?" (John 4:9&. The Lord
Jesus’s reply astounded her: "If you knew the gift
of God, and Who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a
drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would
have given you living water" (John 4:10).

Christ was speaking, of course, of that water of
immortality which is celebrated in the Kontakion
for the Feast of the Mid-Pentecost. But the
Samaritan woman could not have known this; she
was thinking only of fresh spring water—water
possessing the miraculous property of quenching
thirst forever.

Her astonishment reaches its climax when the
Lord Jesus reveals His Divine omniscience, telling
her that she has had five husbands, and that the
man she currently has is not her husband. Her
spiritual eyes are opened wide, and she perceives
in her Interlocutor not merely an ordinary man, but
a prophet. With such a great Man, one must speak
of the loftiest questions of religion; thus, she asks
Him to say who is right: the Jews, who worship God
in the Temple in Jerusalem, or they—the
Samaritans—who worship Him on Mount Gerizim.

The Lord Jesus Christ answered her with
extraordinary words regarding the worship of God
in Spirit and in truth, and He concluded His

rofound conversation with the Samaritan woman
y exEIicitIy declaring Himself to be the Messiah—
the Christ.

Both at the beginning and in the midst of her
conversation with the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Samaritan woman, of course, did not look for the
Messiah—the Christ—in her interlocutor; rather,

He revealed Himself to her, even though she had
not inquired of Him as the Messiah.
Deeply stirred by her conversation with the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Samaritan woman left her water
jar behind and hastened to Sychar to tell its
Inhabitants about the extraordinary Jewish
asserby who knew all the deeds of her life and
ad declared Himself to be the Messiah—the
Christ. She urged her fellow citizens to go and see
for themselves whether He might be the Christ.
And it was not upon the Samaritans alone that
the great words of the Prophet Isaiah were
fulfilled: "l was found by those who did not seek
Me; | was revealed to those who did not ask for
Me..." (Archbishop Luke [Voyno-Yasenetsky])

Happy Mothers Day!
O this YNothers Day we

all have an opportunity to
think back on the lessons
taught us by our mothers
and be grateful fov their
nucturing love and guidance.
WWe show our love and
geatitude by the way we live
our lives

Mnozas Jlema

Beunas Jlamamp
to all our mothers on this

day!




IIpe3BaHue k Bepe

3Hato, umo npudem Meccus, mo ecmb
Xpucmoc, koz0a OH npudem, mo
803secmum Ham ece., Hucyc eosopum
ell: 9mo A, Komopulil 2080pto ¢ moboro
(UH 4, 25-26).

Ha atux cinosax Mucyca Xpucra xouy
OCTAaHOBUTH BHUMAaHUe Ballle. BriepBble 3a BCIO
CBo10 3eMHy10 ku3Hb OH MPSAMO CKa3al
4yesoBeKy, uTo OH ecTb Meccusa. fI Xpucroc, --
A, roBopsimuii ¢ To6orw0. Hapoay nzbpanHomy
n3pamyibckoMy OH HUKOT/Ia He TOBOPUJI, UYTO
On Meccus, a B 6ecefie c caMapsAHKOU BIIepBbIe
ckazasl. Kak moitmem MbI 3T0?

CamapsHka, mopakeHHas STUMU CJIOBAMH,
no6eskasia B TOpoJ] ¥ TOBOPUJIA BCEM JIIOJISIM
Ioiidoume, nocmompume Yenosexa, Komopuiii
cKasan MHe 8ce, umo 5 coeaana: He OH au
Xpucmoc? (1H 4,29). BoT BuauTE, 4TO
ciayuunnock: [ocnosib o6patu k Bepe B Hero, k
Bepe XpUCTUAHCKOU TeX caMapsiH, KOTOPBIX
Ipe3upau uyzieu. XpHucToc nepBbIMU
IIPU3BAJI K Bepe TeX, KOTO CUNTAIN
OTBEP>KEHHBIMHU.

Bot BuiuTe, 13 BCceX HAPOJOB HAU/IET OBeI]
crazna Ceoero I'ocnioas Ham Mucyc Xpucroc.
Kto 6yzer oBmamu craza Ero? Tosbko
CMUPEHHbIE, TOJIbKO COKPYIIIEHHbBIE CEPAIIEM,
Tpemneuryuue mnepesj caoBoM Ero, kak 3To
TOBOPUT CBATOU NpOpok Mcaus.

OTHOCHUTCSA JIX 3TO TOJIBKO K OT/I€JIbHBIM
JIIO/IAM, K KakaoMy u3 Hac? He Hazo sin
CKa3aTb, 4YTO TpeboBaHUe XPUCTOBO OTHOCUTCS
K [IeJIBIM HapojlaM, CpeZli KOTOPBIX OBIBAIOT U
rop/ible, fajieKre OT CMHUPEHUs HapO/ibl,
IIPEBO3HOCAIIHECS HAJl APYTUMU HapOJaMH,
JKaKAyIIHe BJACTU HAJl BCEM MUPOM,
JKaKAyIIe COKPOBUII BCETO MUPA U
TBOPSIIHUE PA/IN 3TOTO yKacalolye
3JI0[E€AHUS... TIe c1a0bIX U 0e33allUTHBIX
YTHETAIOT U KECTOKO KCILUTYyaTUPYIOT CUJIbHBIE
Hapoawl. (Ceam./lyxa Kpvicmkuil)

+ + +

The Samaritan Woman

On this Sunday after Pascha, the Church
remembers the conversation of Christ with
the Samaritan Woman at Jacob’s well.

She is remembered in the Holy Church as
Photina (in Russian Svetlana), and her
?nen}ory is also commemorated on April 2
n.s.

“A woman came.” She is a symbol of the Church
not yet made righteous but about to be so. She
was a Samaritan, a people who were foreigners to
the Jews. The fact that she came from a foreign
people is part of the symbolic meaning, for she is a
symbol of the Church, which was to come from the
Gentiles, a different race from the Jews.

Christ asks her for a drink, and He promises a
drink. Heis in need, as One hoping to receive, yet
He is rich, as One about to satisfy the thirst of
others. He speaks to her in veiled language and
gradually enters into her heart. Or is He already
teaching her? What could be more gentle and kind
than the encouragement He gives: “If you knew the
gift of God, and who It is that is saying to you, ‘Give
Me a drink,” perhaps you might ask and He would
give you living water.

Christ was promising the Holy Spirit in satisfying
abundance. The woman did not yet understand; in
her failure to grasp His meaning, her reply was,
“Master, give me this drink, so that | may feel no
thirst or come here to draw water.”

What is this water that He will give, if not the
water spoken of in Scripture: “With Thee is the
Fountain of Life”? How can those feel thirst, who
“will drink deeply from the abundance in Thy
house. (excerpted from a homily by Blessed Augustine of
Hippo)
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ASCENSION / BO3HECEHME

Thursday, May 21, 2026

Divine Liturgy / luutyprua 9:30 AM Thursday
Vespers, Wednesday evening May 20 6:30 PM




